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	How to Increase Your Child's Reading Success

April is poetry month.

Poems help children learn words.

They help them think about ideas.  

Read poems aloud to your child.

Ask them to tell what the poem means.

Ask them which words they like in the poem.

Then help them write their own poems.  They should start with a topic.  They should choose a topic they like.  It could be a poem about spring.  It could be about Chicago.  It could be about your family. 

Then make a list with them.  List the words they will put in the poem.

Then write the poem with them.  It can rhyme.  Or it can just be words your child likes.  Then help your child draw pictures that show what the poem means.


	What does this poem by Pauli Murray mean?

O give me a song of hope

And a world where I can sing it.

Give me a song of faith

And a people to believe in it.

How does this poem tell about Chicago?

Schools, homes, and streets are here.

People go places far and near.

It has a zoo and two airports, too.

Every year it has something new.




	Community Resources
The Clean and Green Program, through the City of Chicago, lets volunteers clean up their neighborhoods with city-owned tools. If you are interested in volunteering for Clean and Green activities, you can call Cathy Mauro at 312-742-2595, or fill out an online application form on the City of Chicago website: http://cityofchicago.org  
	
	Chicago Resources
The Garfield Park Conservatory is located at 300 N. Central Park Ave. 

Admission to the conservatory is always free. A suggested donation may be requested during special events and exhibits.

More information is available at 773-638-1766 or

http://www.garfield-conservatory.org 




Making Math Progress
	
	

	Measurement Math

All you need is a ruler, paper, and a pencil to help your child learn more about measurement.

Make a list of boxes in your home.  You could list what’s in the kitchen.  For example, a box of cereal.

First have your child estimate how big it is.  Ask how many inches tall it is.  Then ask how many inches wide it is.

Then help your child measure those things.  Have them list the width and length.   And compare their measurements with their estimates.


	Multiplication Steps

Then help your child multiply length by width to figure out the area.

                                width


                                               depth


       height

Volume is next.  That is what the box holds.  To figure that out measure how thick the box is, its depth.

Then multiply that number by the area.  That’s what the box holds.
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