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Grade 3  FOCUS: Culture 
 Topic: Shelter      

 ILS 16A, 5A  
Topic: Travel     
ILS 16A, 5A 

Topic: Communication  
 ILS 16A, 5A 

Topic: Values  
ILS 18A, 5A 

Vocabulary 
 
 
 

city 
landmark 
past 
shelter 

distance 
route 
transportation 
trip 

communicate 
history 
idea 
message 

community 
important 
proud 
value 

Big Question 
 

Where did people in Chicago 
live in the past? 

How did people travel in the past? What did people in Chicago 
communicate in the past? 

How have values changed over 
time? 

Vocabulary 
Activities 

• Word Builder       
• Topical Alphabet 
• Important Words 

• Word Builder       
• Topical Alphabet 
• Important Words 

• Word Builder       
• Topical Alphabet 
• Important Words 

• Word Builder       
• Topical Alphabet 
• Important Words 

Reading 
Activities 
 

• Picture What You Read   
• Preview Reading 
• I Can Make an Inference 
• Story/History Reader 

• Picture What You Read   
• Preview Reading 
• I Can Make an Inference 
• Story/History Reader 

• Picture What You Read   
• Preview Reading 
• I Can Make an Inference 
• Story/History Reader 

• Picture What You Read   
• Preview Reading 
• I Can Make an Inference 
• Story/History Reader 

Organizing 
Activities 
 

• Chart Maker 
• Diagram Maker 
• Time Line 
• Compare/Contrast with Venn 

• Chart Maker 
• Diagram Maker 
• What’s Important? 
• Time Line 
• Compare/Contrast with Venn 

• Chart Maker 
• Diagram Maker 
• What’s Important? 
• Time Line 
• Compare/Contrast with Venn 

• Chart Maker 
• Diagram Maker 
• What’s Important? 
• Time Line 
• Compare/Contrast with Venn 

Mapping 
Activities 

• Story/History Reader 
• Mapping a Culture 

• Story/History Reader 
• Mapping a Culture 

• Story/History Reader 
• Mapping a Culture 

• Story/History Reader 
• Mapping a Culture 

Drawing 
Activities 
 

• Culture Concept Quilt 
• Picture a Situation 
• Cultural Connections Quilt 
• Cultural Mobiles 
• Cultural Mosaics 
• Illustrate a Culture 

• Culture Concept Quilt 
• Picture a Situation 
• Cultural Connections Quilt 
• Cultural Mobiles 
• Cultural Mosaics 
• Illustrate a Culture 

• Culture Concept Quilt 
• Picture a Situation 
• Cultural Connections Quilt 
• Cultural Mobiles 
• Cultural Mosaics 
• Illustrate a Culture 

• Culture Concept Quilt 
• Picture a Situation 
• Cultural Connections Quilt 
• Cultural Mobiles 
• Cultural Mosaics 
• Illustrate a Culture 

Writing 
Activities 
 

• Third grade sentence builder 
• Meaningful Words: Paragraph 

Writer 
• Poem Builder 
 

• Third grade sentence builder 
• Meaningful Words: Paragraph 

Writer 
• Seneca Thanksgiving Exercise 
• Poem Builder 

• Third grade sentence builder 
• Meaningful Words: Paragraph 

Writer 
• Poem Builder 
 

• Third grade sentence builder 
• Meaningful Words: Paragraph 

Writer 
• Poem Builder 
 

 
Comprehensive assessment. 
Explain culture with examples from Chicago. Identify ways Chicago has changed. Give examples of values and their importance to Chicago.  
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Grade 4  FOCUS: Culture  
 Topic: Shelter       

ILS 16A, 5A  
Topic: Travel      
ILS 16A, 5A 

Topic: Regions 
ILS 16A, 5A 

Topic: Values  
ILS 18A, 5A 

Vocabulary 
 
 
 

city 
shelter 
town 
country 

border 
history 
homeland 
transportation 

immigrant 
migrant 
migrate 
nomad 

change 
culture 
custom 
value 

Big Question 
 

What kinds of shelter did people 
have in a region in the past? 

How and why did people in a 
particular region travel in the past? 

How did people change regions? How might values change or stay 
the same over time? 

Vocabulary 
Activities 

• Word Builder   
• Crossword Puzzle Maker 
• Visualize Vocabulary 

• Word Builder   
• Crossword Puzzle Maker 
• Visualize Vocabulary 

• Word Builder   
• Crossword Puzzle Maker 
• Visualize Vocabulary 

• Word Builder   
• Crossword Puzzle Maker 
• Visualize Vocabulary 

Reading 
Activities 
 

• Picture What You Read   
• Preview Reading 
• I Can Make an Inference 
• Story/History Reader 
• I Can Locate Important 

Information 
• Make It Yours: Paraphrase 

• Picture What You Read   
• Preview Reading 
• I Can Make an Inference 
• Story/History Reader 
• I Can Locate Important Information 
• Make It Yours: Paraphrase 

• Picture What You Read   
• Preview Reading 
• I Can Make an Inference 
• Story/History Reader 
• I Can Locate Important 

Information 
• Make It Yours: Paraphrase 

• Picture What You Read   
• Preview Reading 
• I Can Make an Inference 
• Story/History Reader 
• I Can Locate Important 

Information 
• Make It Yours: Paraphrase 

Organizing 
Activities 
 

• Chart Maker 
• Diagram Maker 
• Time Line 
• Compare/Contrast with Venn 

• Chart Maker 
• Diagram Maker 
• What’s Important? 
• Time Line 
• Compare/Contrast with Venn 

• Chart Maker 
• Diagram Maker 
• What’s Important? 
• Time Line 
• Compare/Contrast with Venn 

• Chart Maker 
• Diagram Maker 
• What’s Important? 
• Time Line 
• Compare/Contrast with Venn 

Mapping 
Activities 

• Story/History Reader 
• Mapping a Culture 

• Story/History Reader 
• Mapping a Culture 

• Story/History Reader 
• Mapping a Culture 

• Story/History Reader 
• Mapping a Culture 

Drawing 
Activities 
 

• Culture Concept Quilt 
• Picture a Situation 
• Cultural Connections Quilt 
• Cultural Mobiles 
• Cultural Mosaics 
• Illustrate a Culture 

• Culture Concept Quilt 
• Picture a Situation 
• Cultural Connections Quilt 
• Cultural Mobiles 
• Cultural Mosaics 
• Illustrate a Culture 

• Culture Concept Quilt 
• Picture a Situation 
• Cultural Connections Quilt 
• Cultural Mobiles 
• Cultural Mosaics 
• Illustrate a Culture 

• Culture Concept Quilt 
• Picture a Situation 
• Cultural Connections Quilt 
• Cultural Mobiles 
• Cultural Mosaics 
• Illustrate a Culture 

Writing 
Activities 
 

• Meaningful Words: Paragraph 
Writer  

• Expository Writer 
• Narrative Writer 
• Poem Builder 

• Meaningful Words: Paragraph 
Writer 

• Seneca Thanksgiving Exercise 
• Expository Writer 
• Narrative Writer 
• Poem Builder 

• Meaningful Words: Paragraph 
Writer  

• Expository Writer 
• Narrative Writer 
• Poem Builder 

• Meaningful Words: Paragraph 
Writer  

• Expository Writer 
• Narrative Writer 
• Poem Builder 

 

Comprehensive assessment.   List, illustrate, give examples of choices of a culture; write/illustrate to explain values and traditions. 
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Grade 5  FOCUS: Culture  
 Topic: Shelter   16AD, 5A Topic: Meeting Needs 16AD, 5A Topic: Communication 16AD, 5A Topic: Values   18AC, 5A 

Vocabulary 
 
 

architect 
architecture 
village 

agriculture 
barter 
trade 

communicate 
design 
language 

pioneer 
progress 
progressive 

belief 
custom 
constant  

generation 
nationalism 

Big Question 
 

What kinds of shelter did people 
have in the U.S.? 

How did people go about getting 
food in the U.S.? 

How and why did communication 
technology change over time? 

What are some values that have 
stayed the same over time, and 
some that have changed? 

Vocabulary 
Activities 

• Word Builder  
• Crossword Puzzle Maker 
• Visualize Vocabulary 
• Idea and Vocabulary 

Connections 

• Word Builder  
• Crossword Puzzle Maker 
• Visualize Vocabulary 
• Idea and Vocabulary Connections 

• Word Builder  
• Crossword Puzzle Maker 
• Visualize Vocabulary 
• Idea and Vocabulary Connections 

• Word Builder  
• Crossword Puzzle Maker 
• Visualize Vocabulary 
• Idea and Vocabulary 

Connections 
Reading 
Activities 
 

• Preview Reading 
• I Can Locate Important 

Information 
• Make It Yours: Paraphrase 
• Reading/Thinking Report 
• Inference Organizer 
• Learning Log: Class Log 
• Learning Log: Weekly Log 

• Preview Reading 
• I Can Locate Important Information 
• Make It Yours: Paraphrase 
• Reading/Thinking Report 
• Inference Organizer 
• Learning Log: Class Log 
• Learning Log: Weekly Log 

• Preview Reading 
• I Can Locate Important Information 
• Make It Yours: Paraphrase 
• Reading/Thinking Report 
• Inference Organizer 
• Learning Log: Class Log 
• Learning Log: Weekly Log 

• Preview Reading 
• I Can Locate Important 

Information 
• Make It Yours: Paraphrase 
• Reading/Thinking Report 
• Inference Organizer 
• Learning Log: Class Log 
• Learning Log: Weekly Log 

Organizing 
Activities 
 

• Chart Maker 
• Diagram Maker 
• Time Line 
• Compare/Contrast with Venn 

• Chart Maker 
• Diagram Maker 
• What’s Important? 
• Time Line 
• Compare/Contrast with Venn 

• Chart Maker 
• Diagram Maker 
• What’s Important? 
• Time Line 
• Compare/Contrast with Venn 

• Chart Maker 
• Diagram Maker 
• What’s Important? 
• Time Line 
• Compare/Contrast with Venn 

Mapping 
Activities 

• Story/History Reader 
• Mapping a Culture 

• Story/History Reader 
• Mapping a Culture 

• Story/History Reader 
• Mapping a Culture 

• Story/History Reader 
• Mapping a Culture 

Drawing 
Activities 
 

• Culture Concept Quilt 
• Picture a Situation 
• Cultural Connections Quilt 
• Cultural Mobiles 
• Cultural Mosaics 
• Illustrate a Culture 

• Culture Concept Quilt 
• Picture a Situation 
• Cultural Connections Quilt 
• Cultural Mobiles 
• Cultural Mosaics 
• Illustrate a Culture 

• Culture Concept Quilt 
• Picture a Situation 
• Cultural Connections Quilt 
• Cultural Mobiles 
• Cultural Mosaics 
• Illustrate a Culture 

• Culture Concept Quilt 
• Picture a Situation 
• Cultural Connections Quilt 
• Cultural Mobiles 
• Cultural Mosaics 
• Illustrate a Culture 

Writing 
Activities 
 

• Meaningful Words: Paragraph 
Writer  

• Expository Writer 
• Narrative Writer 
• Poem Builder 

• Meaningful Words: Paragraph 
Writer 

• Seneca Thanksgiving Exercise 
• Expository Writer 
• Narrative Writer 
• Poem Builder 

• Meaningful Words: Paragraph 
Writer  

• Expository Writer 
• Narrative Writer 
• Poem Builder 

• Meaningful Words: Paragraph 
Writer  

• Expository Writer 
• Narrative Writer 
• Poem Builder 

Comprehensive assessment.    List, illustrate, give examples of choices of a culture’ write/illustrate to explain values and traditions. 
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Grade 6  FOCUS: Culture  
 Topic: People/Places  

16AD, 18A, 5A 
Topic: Ways of Living   
16AD, 18A, 5A 

Topic: Cultural Values  
16AD, 18A, 5A 

Topic: Values Over Time 
18AC, 5A 

Vocabulary 
 
 

community 
population 
society 

belief 
diversity 
ethnic group 

extended 
  family 
tradition 

ceremony 
diversity 

ethnicity 
heritage 

ancestor 
archaeology  
artifact 

century 
symbol 

Big 
Question 

Who lives where and why? Who lives how and why? How are values different or alike 
for different cultures? 

How do values influence traditions and 
history? How do cultures change? 

Vocabulary 
Activities 

• Word Builder  
• Crossword Puzzle Maker 
• Visualize Vocabulary 
• Idea and Vocabulary 

Connections 

• Word Builder  
• Crossword Puzzle Maker 
• Visualize Vocabulary 
• Idea and Vocabulary Connections 

• Word Builder  
• Crossword Puzzle Maker 
• Visualize Vocabulary 
• Idea and Vocabulary 

Connections 

• Word Builder  
• Crossword Puzzle Maker 
• Visualize Vocabulary 
• Idea and Vocabulary Connections 

Reading 
Activities 
 

• Preview Reading 
• I Can Locate Important 

Information 
• Make It Yours: Paraphrase 
• Reading/Thinking Report 
• Inference Organizer 
• Learning Log: Class Log 
• Learning Log: Weekly Log 

• Preview Reading 
• I Can Locate Important 

Information 
• Make It Yours: Paraphrase 
• Reading/Thinking Report 
• Inference Organizer 
• Learning Log: Class Log 
• Learning Log: Weekly Log 

• Preview Reading 
• I Can Locate Important 

Information 
• Make It Yours: Paraphrase 
• Reading/Thinking Report 
• Inference Organizer 
• Learning Log: Class Log 
• Learning Log: Weekly Log 

• Preview Reading 
• I Can Locate Important Information 
• Make It Yours: Paraphrase 
• Reading/Thinking Report 
• Inference Organizer 
• Learning Log: Class Log 
• Learning Log: Weekly Log 

Organizing 
Activities 
 

• Cultural Frames Idea Chart 
• Cultural Learning Chart 
• Time Line 
• Compare/Contrast with Venn 

• Cultural Frames Idea Chart 
• Cultural Learning Chart 
• Time Line 
• Compare/Contrast with Venn 

• Cultural Frames Idea Chart 
• Cultural Learning Chart 
• Time Line 
• Compare/Contrast with Venn 

• Cultural Frames Idea Chart 
• Cultural Learning Chart 
• Time Line 
• Compare/Contrast with Venn 

Mapping 
Activities 

• Story/History Reader 
• Mapping a Culture 

• Story/History Reader 
• Mapping a Culture 

• Story/History Reader 
• Mapping a Culture 

• Story/History Reader 
• Mapping a Culture 

Drawing 
Activities 
 

• Culture Concept Quilt 
• Picture a Situation 
• Cultural Connections Quilt 
• Cultural Mobiles 
• Cultural Mosaics 
• Illustrate a Culture 

• Culture Concept Quilt 
• Picture a Situation 
• Cultural Connections Quilt 
• Cultural Mobiles 
• Cultural Mosaics 
• Illustrate a Culture 

• Culture Concept Quilt 
• Picture a Situation 
• Cultural Connections Quilt 
• Cultural Mobiles 
• Cultural Mosaics 
• Illustrate a Culture 

• Culture Concept Quilt 
• Picture a Situation 
• Cultural Connections Quilt 
• Cultural Mobiles 
• Cultural Mosaics 
• Illustrate a Culture 

Writing 
Activities 
 

• Meaningful Words: Paragraph 
Writer  

• Expository Writer 
• Narrative Writer 
• Poem Builder 

• Meaningful Words: Paragraph 
Writer 

• Seneca Thanksgiving Exercise 
• Expository Writer 
• Narrative Writer 
• Poem Builder 

• Meaningful Words: Paragraph 
Writer  

• Expository Writer 
• Narrative Writer 
• Poem Builder 

• Meaningful Words: Paragraph Writer  
• Expository Writer 
• Narrative Writer 
• Poem Builder 

Comprehensive assessment.  List, illustrate, give examples of parts and patterns of a culture; write/illustrate to explain values and traditions, continuity and 
change.  
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Grade 7  FOCUS: Culture  
 Topic: Choices 

16AD, 18A, 5A 
Topic: Ways of Living    
16AD, 18A, 5A 

Topic: Priorities      
16AD, 18A, 5A 

Topic: Values      
18AD, 5A 

Vocabulary capital 
justice 
social institutions 

belief 
diversity 
ethnic group 

extended 
   family 
tradition 

heritage 
custom 
ethics 

mission 
 

generation 
nationalism 

patriot 
symbol 

Big Question 
 

Who lives where and why? Who lives how and why? How do cultures make choices 
about what is important to them? 

How do values influence traditions 
and change cultures? 

Vocabulary 
Activities 
 

• Word Builder  
• Crossword Puzzle Maker 
• Visualize Vocabulary 
• Idea and Vocabulary 

Connections 

• Word Builder  
• Crossword Puzzle Maker 
• Visualize Vocabulary 
• Idea and Vocabulary 

Connections 

• Word Builder  
• Crossword Puzzle Maker 
• Visualize Vocabulary 
• Idea and Vocabulary 

Connections 

• Word Builder  
• Crossword Puzzle Maker 
• Visualize Vocabulary 
• Idea and Vocabulary 

Connections 
Reading 
Activities 
 

• Preview Reading 
• I Can Locate Important 

Information 
• Make It Yours: Paraphrase 
• Reading/Thinking Report 
• Inference Organizer 
• Learning Log: Class Log 
• Learning Log: Weekly Log 

• Preview Reading 
• I Can Locate Important 

Information 
• Make It Yours: Paraphrase 
• Reading/Thinking Report 
• Inference Organizer 
• Learning Log: Class Log 
• Learning Log: Weekly Log 

• Preview Reading 
• I Can Locate Important 

Information 
• Make It Yours: Paraphrase 
• Reading/Thinking Report 
• Inference Organizer 
• Learning Log: Class Log 
• Learning Log: Weekly Log 

• Preview Reading 
• I Can Locate Important 

Information 
• Make It Yours: Paraphrase 
• Reading/Thinking Report 
• Inference Organizer 
• Learning Log: Class Log 
• Learning Log: Weekly Log 

Organizing 
Activities 
 

• Cultural Frames Idea Chart 
• Cultural Learning Chart 
• Country Chart 
• Time Line 
• Compare/Contrast with Venn 

• Cultural Frames Idea Chart 
• Cultural Learning Chart 
• Country Chart 
• Time Line 
• Compare/Contrast with Venn 

• Cultural Frames Idea Chart 
• Cultural Learning Chart 
• Country Chart 
• Time Line 
• Compare/Contrast with Venn 

• Cultural Frames Idea Chart 
• Cultural Learning Chart 
• Country Chart 
• Time Line 
• Compare/Contrast with Venn 

Mapping 
Activities 

• Story/History Reader 
• Mapping a Culture 

• Story/History Reader 
• Mapping a Culture 

• Story/History Reader 
• Mapping a Culture 

• Story/History Reader 
• Mapping a Culture 

Drawing 
Activities 
 

• Culture Concept Quilt 
• Picture a Situation 
• Cultural Connections Quilt 
• Cultural Mobiles 
• Cultural Mosaics 
• Illustrate a Culture 

• Culture Concept Quilt 
• Picture a Situation 
• Cultural Connections Quilt 
• Cultural Mobiles 
• Cultural Mosaics 
• Illustrate a Culture 

• Culture Concept Quilt 
• Picture a Situation 
• Cultural Connections Quilt 
• Cultural Mobiles 
• Cultural Mosaics 
• Illustrate a Culture 

• Culture Concept Quilt 
• Picture a Situation 
• Cultural Connections Quilt 
• Cultural Mobiles 
• Cultural Mosaics 
• Illustrate a Culture 

Writing 
Activities 
 

• Meaningful Words: Paragraph 
Writer  

• Expository Writer 
• Narrative Writer 
• Poem Builder 

• Meaningful Words: Paragraph 
Writer 

• Seneca Thanksgiving Exercise 
• Expository Writer 
• Narrative Writer 
• Poem Builder 

• Meaningful Words: Paragraph 
Writer  

• Expository Writer 
• Narrative Writer 
• Poem Builder 

• Meaningful Words: Paragraph 
Writer  

• Expository Writer 
• Narrative Writer 
• Poem Builder 

Comprehensive assessment.     List, illustrate, give examples of parts and patterns of a culture; write/illustrate to explain values and traditions. 
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Grade 8  FOCUS: Culture  
 Topic: People/Places  

16AD, 18A, 5A 
Topic: Ways of Living    
16AD, 18A, 5A 

Topic: Priorities      
16AD, 18A, 5A 

Topic: Values    
 17AC, 5A 

Vocabulary 
 

capital 
institutions 

justice 
society 

belief 
diversity 
ethnic group 

extended 
family 
tradition 

determination 
initiative 

recognize 
responsibility 

belief 
faith  
identity 

tradition 
transmission 

Big Question 
 

Who lives where and why? Who lives how and why? How do cultures make choices 
about what is important to them? 

How do values influence 
traditions and change cultures? 

Vocabulary 
Activities 
 

• Word Builder  
• Crossword Puzzle Maker 
• Visualize Vocabulary 
• Idea and Vocabulary 

Connections 

• Word Builder  
• Crossword Puzzle Maker 
• Visualize Vocabulary 
• Idea and Vocabulary 

Connections 

• Word Builder  
• Crossword Puzzle Maker 
• Visualize Vocabulary 
• Idea and Vocabulary 

Connections 

• Word Builder  
• Crossword Puzzle Maker 
• Visualize Vocabulary 
• Idea and Vocabulary 

Connections 
Reading 
Activities 
 

• Preview Reading 
• I Can Locate Important 

Information 
• Make It Yours: Paraphrase 
• Reading/Thinking Report 
• Inference Organizer 
• Learning Log: Class Log 
• Learning Log: Weekly Log 

• Preview Reading 
• I Can Locate Important 

Information 
• Make It Yours: Paraphrase 
• Reading/Thinking Report 
• Inference Organizer 
• Learning Log: Class Log 
• Learning Log: Weekly Log 

• Preview Reading 
• I Can Locate Important 

Information 
• Make It Yours: Paraphrase 
• Reading/Thinking Report 
• Inference Organizer 
• Learning Log: Class Log 
• Learning Log: Weekly Log 

• Preview Reading 
• I Can Locate Important 

Information 
• Make It Yours: Paraphrase 
• Reading/Thinking Report 
• Inference Organizer 
• Learning Log: Class Log 
• Learning Log: Weekly Log 

Organizing 
Activities 
 

• Cultural Frames Idea Chart 
• Cultural Learning Chart 
• Time Line 
• Compare/Contrast with Venn 

• Cultural Frames Idea Chart 
• Cultural Learning Chart 
• Time Line 
• Compare/Contrast with Venn 

• Cultural Frames Idea Chart 
• Cultural Learning Chart 
• Time Line 
• Compare/Contrast with Venn 

• Cultural Frames Idea Chart 
• Cultural Learning Chart 
• Time Line 
• Compare/Contrast with Venn 

Mapping 
Activities 

• Story/History Reader 
• Mapping a Culture 

• Story/History Reader 
• Mapping a Culture 

• Story/History Reader 
• Mapping a Culture 

• Story/History Reader 
• Mapping a Culture 

Drawing 
Activities 
 

• Culture Concept Quilt 
• Picture a Situation 
• Cultural Connections Quilt 
• Cultural Mobiles 
• Cultural Mosaics 
• Illustrate a Culture 

• Culture Concept Quilt 
• Picture a Situation 
• Cultural Connections Quilt 
• Cultural Mobiles 
• Cultural Mosaics 
• Illustrate a Culture 

• Culture Concept Quilt 
• Picture a Situation 
• Cultural Connections Quilt 
• Cultural Mobiles 
• Cultural Mosaics 
• Illustrate a Culture 

• Culture Concept Quilt 
• Picture a Situation 
• Cultural Connections Quilt 
• Cultural Mobiles 
• Cultural Mosaics 
• Illustrate a Culture 

Writing 
Activities 
 

• Meaningful Words: Paragraph 
Writer  

• Expository Writer 
• Narrative Writer 
• Poem Builder 

• Meaningful Words: Paragraph 
Writer 

• Seneca Thanksgiving Exercise 
• Expository Writer 
• Narrative Writer 
• Poem Builder 

• Meaningful Words: Paragraph 
Writer  

• Expository Writer 
• Narrative Writer 
• Poem Builder 

• Meaningful Words: Paragraph 
Writer  

• Expository Writer 
• Narrative Writer 
• Poem Builder 

Comprehensive assessment.    List, illustrate, give examples of parts and patterns of a culture; write/illustrate to explain values and traditions. 


