The following suggestions were provided by mentor teachers participating in the Chicago Teaching Partners Workshop for Mentors on January 31, 2003.

Co-Teaching 

· Communicate with classroom teacher (lesson plan collaboration needed).

· Try to establish a positive rapport with classroom teacher.

· Establish a good rapport with all students.

· Take an active role right away.

· Work with a variety (special and regular) of students.

· Ask for responsibilities from cooperating teacher.

· Allow time for collaboration.

· Familiarize self with materials.

· Take an active role in class activities.

· Work with a variety of students.

· Ask for responsibilities; don't wait for teacher to give them.

· IEP summary sheets to teachers.

· Schedule common preps.

· Positive communication with teachers.

· Know how to agree to disagree.

· Enlist the aid of other teachers in the department.

· Build a variety of things your students can do in that area to increase learning.

· Build a relationship/prior communication.

· Introduce to potential teachers who they will teach with, help make time for this.

· Set up pattern of co-teaching.

