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US Historical Documents 
The Magna Carta 

1215  

JOHN, by the grace of God King of England, Lord of Ireland, Duke of Normandy and Aquitaine, and Count of Anjou, to his 
archbishops, bishops, abbots, earls, barons, justices, foresters, sheriffs, stewards, servants, and to all his officials and loyal 
subjects, Greeting. 

KNOW THAT BEFORE GOD, for the health of our soul and those of our ancestors and heirs, to the honour of God, the 
exaltation of the holy Church, and the better ordering of our kingdom, at the advice of our reverend fathers Stephen, archbishop 
of Canterbury, primate of all England, and cardinal of the holy Roman Church, Henry archbishop of Dublin, William bishop of 
London, Peter bishop of Winchester, Jocelin bishop of Bath and Glastonbury, Hugh bishop of Lincoln, Walter Bishop of 
Worcester, William bishop of Coventry, Benedict bishop of Rochester, Master Pandulf subdeacon and member of the papal 
household, Brother Aymeric master of the knighthood of the Temple in England, William Marshal earl of Pembroke, William earl 
of Salisbury, William earl of Warren, William earl of Arundel, Alan de Galloway constable of Scotland, Warin Fitz Gerald, Peter 
Fitz Herbert, Hubert de Burgh seneschal of Poitou, Hugh de Neville, Matthew Fitz Herbert, Thomas Basset, Alan Basset, Philip 
Daubeny, Robert de Roppeley, John Marshal, John Fitz Hugh, and other loyal subjects:  

1. FIRST, THAT WE HAVE GRANTED TO GOD, and by this present charter have confirmed for us and our heirs in 
perpetuity, that the English Church shall be free, and shall have its rights undiminished, and its liberties 
unimpaired. That we wish this so to be observed, appears from the fact that of our own free will, before the 
outbreak of the present dispute between us and our barons, we granted and confirmed by charter the freedom of 
the Church's elections - a right reckoned to be of the greatest necessity and importance to it - and caused this to 
be confirmed by Pope Innocent III. This freedom we shall observe ourselves, and desire to be observed in good 
faith by our heirs in perpetuity. 
 
TO ALL FREE MEN OF OUR KINGDOM we have also granted, for us and our heirs for ever, all the liberties 
written out below, to have and to keep for them and their heirs, of us and our heirs:  

2. If any earl, baron, or other person that holds lands directly of the Crown, for military service, shall die, and at his 
death his heir shall be of full age and owe a `relief', the heir shall have his inheritance on payment of the ancient 
scale of `relief'. That is to say, the heir or heirs of an earl shall pay £100 for the entire earl's barony, the heir or 
heirs of a knight l00s. at most for the entire knight's `fee', and any man that owes less shall pay less, in 
accordance with the ancient usage of `fees'  

3. But if the heir of such a person is under age and a ward, when he comes of age he shall have his inheritance 
without `relief' or fine.  

4. The guardian of the land of an heir who is under age shall take from it only reasonable revenues, customary dues, 
and feudal services. He shall do this without destruction or damage to men or property. If we have given the 
guardianship of the land to a sheriff, or to any person answerable to us for the revenues, and he commits 
destruction or damage, we will exact compensation from him, and the land shall be entrusted to two worthy and 
prudent men of the same `fee', who shall be answerable to us for the revenues, or to the person to whom we have 
assigned them. If we have given or sold to anyone the guardianship of such land, and he causes destruction or 
damage, he shall lose the guardianship of it, and it shall be handed over to two worthy and prudent men of the 
same `fee', who shall be similarly answerable to us.  

5. For so long as a guardian has guardianship of such land, he shall maintain the houses, parks, fish preserves, 
ponds, mills, and everything else pertaining to it, from the revenues of the land itself. When the heir comes of age, 
he shall restore the whole land to him, stocked with plough teams and such implements of husbandry as the 
season demands and the revenues from the land can reasonably bear.  

6. Heirs may be given in marriage, but not to someone of lower social standing. Before a marriage takes place, it 
shall be' made known to the heir's next-of-kin.  

7. At her husband's death, a widow may have her marriage portion and inheritance at once and without trouble. She 
shall pay nothing for her dower, marriage portion, or any inheritance that she and her husband held jointly on the 
day of his death. She may remain in her husband's house for forty days after his death, and within this period her 
dower shall be assigned to her.  

8. No widow shall be compelled to marry, so long as she wishes to remain without a husband. But she must give 
security that she will not marry without royal consent, if she holds her lands of the Crown, or without the consent of 
whatever other lord she may hold them of.  

9. Neither we nor our officials will seize any land or rent in payment of a debt, so long as the debtor has movable 
goods sufficient to discharge the debt. A debtor's sureties shall not be distrained upon so long as the debtor 
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himself can discharge his debt. If, for lack of means, the debtor is unable to discharge his debt, his sureties shall 
be answerable for it. If they so desire, they may have the debtor's lands and rents until they have received 
satisfaction for the debt that they paid for him, unless the debtor can show that he has settled his obligations to 
them.  

10. If anyone who has borrowed a sum of money from Jews dies before the debt has been repaid, his heir shall pay 
no interest on the debt for so long as he remains under age, irrespective of whom he holds his lands. If such a 
debt falls into the hands of the Crown, it will take nothing except the principal sum specified in the bond.  

11. If a man dies owing money to Jews, his wife may have her dower and pay nothing towards the debt from it. If he 
leaves children that are under age, their needs may also be provided for on a scale appropriate to the size of his 
holding of lands. The debt is to be paid out of the residue, reserving the service due to his feudal lords. Debts 
owed to persons other than Jews are to be dealt with similarly.  

12. No `scutage' or `aid' may be levied in our kingdom without its general consent, unless it is for the ransom of our 
person, to make our eldest son a knight, and (once) to marry our eldest daughter. For these purposes ouly a 
reasonable `aid' may be levied. `Aids' from the city of London are to be treated similarly.  

13. The city of London shall enjoy all its ancient liberties and free customs, both by land and by water. We also will 
and grant that all other cities, boroughs, towns, and ports shall enjoy all their liberties and free customs.  

14. To obtain the general consent of the realm for the assessment of an `aid' - except in the three cases specified 
above - or a `scutage', we will cause the archbishops, bishops, abbots, earls, and greater barons to be summoned 
individually by letter. To those who hold lands directly of us we will cause a general summons to be issued, 
through the sheriffs and other officials, to come together on a fixed day (of which at least forty days notice shall be 
given) and at a fixed place. In all letters of summons, the cause of the summons will be stated. When a summons 
has been issued, the business appointed for the day shall go forward in accordance with the resolution of those 
present, even if not all those who were summoned have appeared.  

15. In future we will allow no one to levy an `aid' from his free men, except to ransom his person, to make his eldest 
son a knight, and (once) to marry his eldest daughter. For these purposes only a reasonable `aid' may be levied.  

16. No man shall be forced to perform more service for a knight's `fee', or other free holding of land, than is due from 
it.  

17. Ordinary lawsuits shall not follow the royal court around, but shall be held in a fixed place.  
18. Inquests of novel disseisin, mort d'ancestor, and darrein presentment shall be taken only in their proper county 

court. We ourselves, or in our absence abroad our chief justice, will send two justices to each county four times a 
year, and these justices, with four knights of the county elected by the county itself, shall hold the assizes in the 
county court, on the day and in the place where the court meets.  

19. If any assizes cannot be taken on the day of the county court, as many knights and freeholders shall afterwards 
remain behind, of those who have attended the court, as will suffice for the administration of justice, having regard 
to the volume of business to be done.  

20. For a trivial offence, a free man shall be fined only in proportion to the degree of his offence, and for a serious 
offence correspondingly, but not so heavily as to deprive him of his livelihood. In the same way, a merchant shall 
be spared his merchandise, and a husbandman the implements of his husbandry, if they fall upon the mercy of a 
royal court. None of these fines shall be imposed except by the assessment on oath of reputable men of the 
neighbourhood.  

21. Earls and barons shall be fined only by their equals, and in proportion to the gravity of their offence.  
22. A fine imposed upon the lay property of a clerk in holy orders shall be assessed upon the same principles, without 

reference to the value of his ecclesiastical benefice.  
23. No town or person shall be forced to build bridges over rivers except those with an ancient obligation to do so.  
24. No sheriff, constable, coroners, or other royal officials are to hold lawsuits that should be held by the royal justices.  
25. Every county, hundred, wapentake, and tithing shall remain at its ancient rent, without increase, except the royal 

demesne manors.  
26. If at the death of a man who holds a lay `fee' of the Crown, a sheriff or royal official produces royal letters patent of 

summons for a debt due to the Crown, it shall be lawful for them to seize and list movable goods found in the lay 
`fee' of the dead man to the value of the debt, as assessed by worthy men. Nothing shall be removed until the 
whole debt is paid, when the residue shall be given over to the executors to carry out the dead man s will. If no 
debt is due to the Crown, all the movable goods shall be regarded as the property of the dead man, except the 
reasonable shares of his wife and children.  

27. If a free man dies intestate, his movable goods are to be distributed by his next-of-kin and friends, under the 
supervision of the Church. The rights of his debtors are to be preserved.  

28. No constable or other royal official shall take corn or other movable goods from any man without immediate 
payment, unless the seller voluntarily offers postponement of this.  

29. No constable may compel a knight to pay money for castle-guard if the knight is willing to undertake the guard in 
person, or with reasonable excuse to supply some other fit man to do it. A knight taken or sent on military service 
shall be excused from castle-guard for the period of this servlce. 
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30. No sheriff, royal official, or other person shall take horses or carts for transport from any free man, without his 
consent.  

31. Neither we nor any royal official will take wood for our castle, or for any other purpose, without the consent of the 
owner.  

32. We will not keep the lands of people convicted of felony in our hand for longer than a year and a day, after which 
they shall be returned to the lords of the `fees' concerned.  

33. All fish-weirs shall be removed from the Thames, the Medway, and throughout the whole of England, except on 
the sea coast.  

34. The writ called precipe shall not in future be issued to anyone in respect of any holding of land, if a free man could 
thereby be deprived of the right of trial in his own lord's court.  

35. There shall be standard measures of wine, ale, and corn (the London quarter), throughout the kingdom. There 
shall also be a standard width of dyed cloth, russett, and haberject, namely two ells within the selvedges. Weights 
are to be standardised similarly.  

36. In future nothing shall be paid or accepted for the issue of a writ of inquisition of life or limbs. It shall be given 
gratis, and not refused.  

37. If a man holds land of the Crown by `fee-farm', `socage', or `burgage', and also holds land of someone else for 
knight's service, we will not have guardianship of his heir, nor of the land that belongs to the other person's `fee', 
by virtue of the `fee-farm', `socage', or `burgage', unless the `fee-farm' owes knight's service. We will not have the 
guardianship of a man's heir, or of land that he holds of someone else, by reason of any small property that he 
may hold of the Crown for a service of knives, arrows, or the like.  

38. In future no official shall place a man on trial upon his own unsupported statement, without producing credible 
witnesses to the truth of it.  

39. No free man shall be seized or imprisoned, or stripped of his rights or possessions, or outlawed or exiled, or 
deprived of his standing in any other way, nor will we proceed with force against him, or send others to do so, 
except by the lawful judgement of his equals or by the law of the land.  

40. To no one will we sell, to no one deny or delay right or justice.  
41. All merchants may enter or leave England unharmed and without fear, and may stay or travel within it, by land or 

water, for purposes of trade, free from all illegal exactions, in accordance with ancient and lawful customs. This, 
however, does not apply in time of war to merchants from a country that is at war with us. Any such merchants 
found in our country at the outbreak of war shall be detained without injury to their persons or property, until we or 
our chief justice have discovered how our own merchants are being treated in the country at war with us. If our 
own merchants are safe they shall be safe too.  

42. In future it shall be lawful for any man to leave and return to our kingdom unharmed and without fear, by land or 
water, preserving his allegiance to us, except in time of war, for some short period, for the common benefit of the 
realm. People that have been imprisoned or outlawed in accordance with the law of the land, people from a 
country that is at war with us, and merchants - who shall be dealt with as stated above - are excepted from this 
provision.  

43. If a man holds lands of any `escheat' such as the `honour' of Wallingford, Nottingham, Boulogne, Lancaster, or of 
other `escheats' in our hand that are baronies, at his death his heir shall give us only the `relief' and service that 
he would have made to the baron, had the barony been in the baron's hand. We will hold the `escheat' in the 
same manner as the baron held it.  

44. People who live outside the forest need not in future appear before the royal justices of the forest in answer to 
general summonses, unless they are actually involved in proceedings or are sureties for someone who has been 
seized for a forest offence.  

45. We will appoint as justices, constables, sheriffs, or other officials, only men that know the law of the realm and are 
minded to keep it well.  

46. All barons who have founded abbeys, and have charters of English kings or ancient tenure as evidence of this, 
may have guardianship of them when there is no abbot, as is their due.  

47. All forests that have been created in our reign shall at once be disafforested. River-banks that have been enclosed 
in our reign shall be treated similarly.  

48. All evil customs relating to forests and warrens, foresters, warreners, sheriffs and their servants, or river-banks 
and their wardens, are at once to be investigated in every county by twelve sworn knights of the county, and within 
forty days of their enquiry the evil customs are to be abolished completely and irrevocably. But we, or our chief 
justice if we are not in England, are first to be informed.  

49. We will at once return all hostages and charters delivered up to us by Englishmen as security for peace or for loyal 
service.  

50. We will remove completely from their offices the kinsmen of Gerard de Athe, and in future they shall hold no 
offices in England. The people in question are Engelard de Cigogn', Peter, Guy, and Andrew de Chanceaux, Guy 
de Cigogn, Geoffrey de Martigny and his brothers, Philip Marc and his brothers, with Geoffrey his nephew, and all 
their followers.  
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51. As soon as peace is restored, we will remove from the kingdom all the foreign knights, bowmen, their attendants, 
and the mercenaries that have come to it, to its harm, with horses and arms.  

52. To any man whom we have deprived or dispossessed of lands, castles, liberties, or rights, without the lawful 
judgement of his equals, we will at once restore these. In cases of dispute the matter shall be resolved by the 
judgement of the twenty-five barons referred to below in the clause for securing the peace. In cases, however, 
where a man was deprived or dispossessed of something without the lawful judgement of his equals by our father 
King Henry or our brother King Richard, and it remains in our hands or is held by others under our warranty, we 
shall have respite for the period commonly allowed to Crusaders, unless a lawsuit had been begun, or an enquiry 
had been made at our order, before we took the Cross as a Crusader. On our return from the Crusade, or if we 
abandon it, we will at once render justice in full.  

53. We shall have similar respite in rendering justice in connexion with forests that are to be disafforested, or to 
remain forests, when these were first a-orested by our father Henry or our brother Richard; with the guardianship 
of lands in another person's `fee', when we have hitherto had this by virtue of a `fee' held of us for knight's service 
by a third party; and with abbeys founded in another person's `fee', in which the lord of the `fee' claims to own a 
right. On our return from the Crusade, or if we abandon it, we will at once do full justice to complaints about these 
matters.  

54. No one shall be arrested or imprisoned on the appeal of a woman for the death of any person except her husband.  
55. All fines that have been given to us unjustiy and against the law of the land, and all fines that we have exacted 

unjustly, shall be entirely remitted or the matter decided by a majority judgement of the twenty-five barons referred 
to below in the clause for securing the peace together with Stephen, archbishop of Canterbury, if he can be 
present, and such others as he wishes to bring with him. If the archbishop cannot be present, proceedings shall 
continue without him, provided that if any of the twenty-five barons has been involved in a similar suit himself, his 
judgement shall be set aside, and someone else chosen and sworn in his place, as a substitute for the single 
occasion, by the rest of the twenty-five.  

56. If we have deprived or dispossessed any Welshmen of lands, liberties, or anything else in England or in Wales, 
without the lawful judgement of their equals, these are at once to be returned to them. A dispute on this point shall 
be determined in the Marches by the judgement of equals. English law shall apply to holdings of land in England, 
Welsh law to those in Wales, and the law of the Marches to those in the Marches. The Welsh shall treat us and 
ours in the same way.  

57. In cases where a Welshman was deprived or dispossessed of anything, without the lawful judgement of his 
equals, by our father King Henry or our brother King Richard, and it remains in our hands or is held by others 
under our warranty, we shall have respite for the period commonly allowed to Crusaders, unless a lawsuit had 
been begun, or an enquiry had been made at our order, before we took the Cross as a Crusader. But on our 
return from the Crusade, or if we abandon it, we will at once do full justice according to the laws of Wales and the 
said regions.  

58. We will at once return the son of Llywelyn, all Welsh hostages, and the charters delivered to us as security for the 
peace.  

59. With regard to the return of the sisters and hostages of Alexander, king of Scotland, his liberties and his rights, we 
will treat him in the same way as our other barons of England, unless it appears from the charters that we hold 
from his father William, formerly king of Scotland, that he should be treated otherwise. This matter shall be 
resolved by the judgement of his equals in our court.  

60. All these customs and liberties that we have granted shall be observed in our kingdom in so far as concerns our 
own relations with our subjects. Let all men of our kingdom, whether clergy or laymen, observe them similarly in 
their relations with their own men.  

61. SINCE WE HAVE GRANTED ALL THESE THINGS for God, for the better ordering of our kingdom, and to allay 
the discord that has arisen between us and our barons, and since we desire that they shall be enjoyed in their 
entirety, with lasting strength, for ever, we give and grant to the barons the following security: 

The barons shall elect twenty-five of their number to keep, and cause to be observed with all 
their might, the peace and liberties granted and confirmed to them by this charter.  

If we, our chief justice, our officials, or any of our servants offend in any respect against any 
man, or transgress any of the articles of the peace or of this security, and the offence is made 
known to four of the said twenty-five barons, they shall come to us - or in our absence from the 
kingdom to the chief justice - to declare it and claim immediate redress. If we, or in our absence 
abroad the chiefjustice, make no redress within forty days, reckoning from the day on which the 
offence was declared to us or to him, the four barons shall refer the matter to the rest of the 
twenty-five barons, who may distrain upon and assail us in every way possible, with the support 
of the whole community of the land, by seizing our castles, lands, possessions, or anything else 
saving only our own person and those of the queen and our children, until they have secured 
such redress as they have determined upon. Having secured the redress, they may then 
resume their normal obedience to us.  

Any man who so desires may take an oath to obey the commands of the twenty-five barons for 
the achievement of these ends, and to join with them in assailing us to the utmost of his power. 
We give public and free permission to take this oath to any man who so desires, and at no time 
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will we prohibit any man from taking it. Indeed, we will compel any of our subjects who are 
unwilling to take it to swear it at our command.  

If-one of the twenty-five barons dies or leaves the country, or is prevented in any other way from 
discharging his duties, the rest of them shall choose another baron in his place, at their 
discretion, who shall be duly sworn in as they were.  

In the event of disagreement among the twenty-five barons on any matter referred to them for 
decision, the verdict of the majority present shall have the same validity as a unanimous verdict 
of the whole twenty-five, whether these were all present or some of those summoned were 
unwilling or unable to appear.  

The twenty-five barons shall swear to obey all the above articles faithfully, and shall cause them 
to be obeyed by others to the best of their power.  

We will not seek to procure from anyone, either by our own efforts or those of a third party, 
anything by which any part of these concessions or liberties might be revoked or diminished. 
Should such a thing be procured, it shall be null and void and we will at no time make use of it, 
either ourselves or through a third party.  

62. We have remitted and pardoned fully to all men any ill-will, hurt, or grudges that have arisen between us and our 
subjects, whether clergy or laymen, since the beginning of the dispute. We have in addition remitted fully, and for 
our own part have also pardoned, to all clergy and laymen any offences committed as a result of the said dispute 
between Easter in the sixteenth year of our reign (i.e. 1215) and the restoration of peace. In addition we have 
caused letters patent to be made for the barons, bearing witness to this security and to the concessions set out 
above, over the seals of Stephen archbishop of Canterbury, Henry archbishop of Dublin, the other bishops named 
above, and Master Pandulf.  

63. IT IS ACCORDINGLY OUR WISH AND COMMAND that the English Church shall be free, and that men in our 
kingdom shall have and keep all these liberties, rights, and concessions, well and peaceably in their fulness and 
entirety for them and their heirs, of us and our heirs, in all things and all places for ever.  

Both we and the barons have sworn that all this shall be observed in good faith and without deceit. Witness the 
abovementioned people and many others.  

Given by our hand in the meadow that is called Runnymede, between Windsor and Staines, on the fifteenth day of June in the 
seventeenth year of our reign (i.e. 1215: the new regnal year began on 28 May).
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Medieval Sourcebook:  
Christopher Columbus: Extracts from Journal 

This document is the from the journal of Columbus in his voyage of 1492. The meaning of this voyage is 
highly contested. On the one hand, it is witness to the tremendous vitality and verve of late medieval and 
early modern Europe - which was on the verge of acquiring a world hegemony. On the other hand, the 
direct result of this and later voyages was the virtual extermination, by ill-treatment and disease, of the 
vast majority of the Native inhabitants, and the enormous growth of the transatlantic slave trade. It might 
not be fair to lay the blame at Columbus' feet, but since all sides treat him as a symbol, such questions 
cannot be avoided. 

IN THE NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST  

Whereas, Most Christian, High, Excellent, and Powerful Princes, King and Queen of Spain and of the 
Islands of the Sea, our Sovereigns, this present year 1492, after your Highnesses had terminated the war 
with the Moors reigning in Europe, the same having been brought to an end in the great city of Granada, 
where on the second day of January, this present year, I saw the royal banners of your Highnesses planted 
by force of arms upon the towers of the Alhambra, which is the fortress of that city, and saw the Moorish 
king come out at the gate of the city and kiss the hands of your Highnesses, and of the Prince my 
Sovereign; and in the present month, in consequence of the information which I had given your 
Highnesses respecting the countries of India and of a Prince, called Great Can, which in our language 
signifies King of Kings, how, at many times he, and his predecessors had sent to Rome soliciting 
instructors who might teach him our holy faith, and the holy Father had never granted his request, 
whereby great numbers of people were lost, believing in idolatry and doctrines of perdition. Your 
Highnesses, as Catholic Christians, and princes who love and promote the holy Christian faith, and are 
enemies of the doctrine of Mahomet, and of all idolatry and heresy, determined to send me, Christopher 
Columbus, to the above-mentioned countries of India, to see the said princes, people, and territories, and 
to learn their disposition and the proper method of converting them to our holy faith; and furthermore 
directed that I should not proceed by land to the East, as is customary, but by a Westerly route, in which 
direction we have hitherto no certain evidence that any one has gone. So after having expelled the Jews 
from your dominions, your Highnesses, in the same month of January, ordered me to proceed with a 
sufficient armament to the said regions of India, and for that purpose granted me great favors, and 
ennobled me that thenceforth I might call myself Don, and be High Admiral of the Sea, and perpetual 
Viceroy and Governor in all the islands and continents which I might discover and acquire, or which may 
hereafter he discovered and acquired in the ocean; and that this dignity should be inherited by my eldest 
son, and thus descend from degree to degree forever. Hereupon I left the city of Granada, on Saturday, 
the twelfth day of May, 1492, and proceeded to Palos, a seaport, where I armed three vessels, very fit for 
such an enterprise, and having provided myself with abundance of stores and seamen, I set sail from the 
port, on Friday, the third of August, half an hour before sunrise, and steered for the Canary Islands of 
your Highnesses which are in the said ocean, thence to take my departure and proceed till I arrived at the 
Indies, and perform the embassy of your Highnesses to the Princes there, and discharge the orders given 
me. For this purpose I determined to keep an account of the voyage, and to write down punctually every 
thing we performed or saw from day to day, as will hereafter appear. Moreover, Sovereign Princes, 
besides describing every night the occurrences of the day, and every day those of the preceding night, I 
intend to draw up a nautical chart, which shall contain the several parts of the ocean and land in their 
proper situations; and also to compose a book to represent the whole by picture with latitudes and 
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longitudes, on all which accounts it behooves me to abstain from my sleep, and make many trials in 
navigation, which things will demand much labor.  

Friday, 3 August 1492. Set sail from the bar of Saltes at 8 o'clock, and proceeded with a strong breeze till 
sunset, sixty miles or fifteen leagues south, afterwards southwest and south by west, which is the 
direction of the Canaries.  

* * * * *  

Monday, 6 August. The rudder of the caravel Pinta became loose, being broken or unshipped. It was 
believed that this happened by the contrivance of Gomez Rascon and Christopher Quintero, who were on 
board the caravel, because they disliked the voyage. The Admiral says he had found them in an 
unfavorable disposition before setting out. He was in much anxiety at not being able to afford any 
assistance in this case, but says that it somewhat quieted his apprehensions to know that Martin Alonzo 
Pinzon, Captain of the Pinta, was a man of courage and capacity. Made a progress, day and night, of 
twenty-nine leagues.  

* * * * *  

Thursday, 9 August. The Admiral did not succeed in reaching the island of Gomera till Sunday night. 
Martin Alonzo remained at Grand Canary by command of the Admiral, he being unable to keep the other 
vessels company. The Admiral afterwards returned to Grand Canary, and there with much labor repaired 
the Pinta, being assisted by Martin Alonzo and the others; finally they sailed to Gomera. They saw a great 
eruption of names from the Peak of Teneriffe, a lofty mountain. The Pinta, which before had carried 
latine sails, they altered and made her square-rigged. Returned to Gomera, Sunday, 2 September, with the 
Pinta repaired.  

The Admiral says that he was assured by many respectable Spaniards, inhabitants of the island of Ferro, 
who were at Gomera with Dona Inez Peraza, mother of Guillen Peraza, afterwards first Count of Gomera, 
that every year they saw land to the west of the Canaries; and others of Gomera affirmed the same with 
the like assurances. The Admiral here says that he remembers, while he was in Portugal, in 1484, there 
came a person to the King from the island of Madeira, soliciting for a vessel to go in quest of land, which 
he affirmed he saw every year, and always of the same appearance. He also says that he remembers the 
same was said by the inhabitants of the Azores and described as in a similar direction, and of the same 
shape and size. Having taken in food, water, meat and other provisions, which had been provided by the 
men which he left ashore on departing for Grand Canary to repair the Pinta, the Admiral took his final 
departure from Gomera with the three vessels on Thursday, 6 September.  

* * * * *  

Sunday, 9 September. Sailed this day nineteen leagues, and determined to count less than the true 
number, that the crew might not be dismayed if the voyage should prove long. In the night sailed one 
hundred and twenty miles, at the rate of ten miles an hour, which make thirty leagues. The sailors steered 
badly, causing the vessels to fall to leeward toward the northeast, for which the Admiral reprimanded 
them repeatedly.  

Monday, 10 September. This day and night sailed sixty leagues, at the rate of ten miles an hour, which 
are two leagues and a half. Reckoned only forty-eight leagues, that the men might not be terrified if they 
should be long upon the voyage.  

Tuesday, 11 September. Steered their course west and sailed above twenty leagues; saw a large fragment 
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of the mast of a vessel, apparently of a hundred and twenty tons, but could not pick it up. In the night 
sailed about twenty leagues, and reckoned only sixteen, for the cause above stated.  

* * * * *  

Friday, 14 September. Steered this day and night west twenty leagues; reckoned somewhat less. The crew 
of the Nina stated that they had seen a grajao, and a tropic bird, or water-wagtail, which birds never go 
farther than twenty-five leagues from the land.  

* * * * *  

Sunday, 16 September. Sailed day and night, west thirty-nine leagues, and reckoned only thirty-six. Some 
clouds arose and it drizzled. The Admiral here says that from this time they experienced very pleasant 
weather, and that the mornings were most delightful, wanting nothing but the melody of the nightingales. 
He compares the weather to that of Andalusia in April. Here they began to meet with large patches of 
weeds very green, and which appeared to have been recently washed away from the land; on which 
account they all judged themselves to be near some island, though not a continent, according to the 
opinion of the Admiral, who says, "the continent we shall find further ahead."  

Monday, 17 September. Steered west and sailed, day and night, above fifty leagues; wrote down only 
forty-seven; the current favored them. They saw a great deal of weed which proved to be rockweed, it 
came from the west and they met with it very frequently. They were of opinion that land was near. The 
pilots took the sun's amplitude, and found that the needles varied to the northwest a whole point of the 
compass; the seamen were terrified, and dismayed without saying why. The Admiral discovered the 
cause, and ordered them to take the amplitude again the next morning, when they found that the needles 
were true; the cause was that the star moved from its place, while the needles remained stationary. At 
dawn they saw many more weeds, apparently river weeds, and among them a live crab, which the 
Admiral kept, and says that these are sure signs of land, being never found eighty leagues out at sea. They 
found the sea-water less salt since they left the Canaries, and the air more mild. They were all very 
cheerful, and strove which vessel should outsail the others, and be the first to discover land; they saw 
many tunnies, and the crew of the Nina killed one. The Admiral here says that these signs were from the 
west, "where I hope that high God in whose hand is all victory will speedily direct us to land." This 
morning he says he saw a white bird called a water- wagtail, or tropic bird, which does not sleep at sea.  

* * * * *  

19 September. Continued on, and sailed, day and night, twenty- five leagues, experiencing a calm. Wrote 
down twenty-two. This day at ten o'clock a pelican came on board, and in the evening another; these 
birds are not accustomed to go twenty leagues from land. It drizzled without wind, which is a sure sign of 
land. The Admiral was unwilling to remain here, beating about in search of land, but he held it for certain 
that there were islands to the north and south, which in fact was the case and he was sailing in the midst 
of them. His wish was to proceed on to the Indies, having such fair weather, for if it please God, as the 
Admiral says, we shall examine these parts upon our return. Here the pilots found their places upon the 
chart: the reckoning of the Nina made her four hundred and forty leagues distant from the Canaries, that 
of the Pinta four hundred and twenty, that of the Admiral four hundred.  

Thursday, 20 September. Steered west by north, varying with alternate changes of the wind and calms; 
made seven or eight leagues' progress. Two pelicans came on board, and afterwards another,--a sign of 
the neighborhood of land. Saw large quantities of weeds today, though none was observed yesterday. 
Caught a bird similar to a grajao; it was a river and not a marine bird, with feet like those of a gull. 
Towards night two or three land birds came to the ship, singing; they disappeared before sunrise. 
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Afterwards saw a pelican coming from west- northwest and flying to the southwest; an evidence of land 
to the westward, as these birds sleep on shore, and go to sea in the morning in search of food, never 
proceeding twenty leagues from the land.  

Friday, 21 September. Most of the day calm, afterwards a little wind. Steered their course day and night, 
sailing less than thirteen leagues. In the morning found such abundance of weeds that the ocean seemed 
to be covered with them; they came from the west. Saw a pelican; the sea smooth as a river, and the finest 
air in the world. Saw a whale, an indication of land, as they always keep near the coast.  

Saturday, 22 September. Steered about west-northwest varying their course, and making thirty leagues' 
progress. Saw few weeds. Some pardelas were seen, and another bird. The Admiral here says "this 
headwind was very necessary to me, for my crew had grown much alarmed, dreading that they never 
should meet in these seas with a fair wind to return to Spain." Part of the day saw no weeds, afterwards 
great plenty of it.  

Sunday, 23 September. Sailed northwest and northwest by north and at times west nearly twenty-two 
leagues. Saw a turtle dove, a pelican, a river bird, and other white fowl;--weeds in abundance with crabs 
among them. The sea being smooth and tranquil, the sailors murmured, saying that they had got into 
smooth water, where it would never blow to carry them back to Spain; but afterwards the sea rose without 
wind, which astonished them. The Admiral says on this occasion "the rising of the sea was very favorable 
to me, as it happened formerly to Moses when he led the Jews from Egypt."  

* * * * *  

Tuesday, 25 September. Very calm this day; afterwards the wind rose. Continued their course west till 
night. The Admiral held a conversation with Martin Alonzo Pinzon, captain of the Pinta, respecting a 
chart which the Admiral had sent him three days before, in which it appears he had marked down certain 
islands in that sea; Martin Alonzo was of opinion that they were in their neighborhood, and the Admiral 
replied that he thought the same, but as they had not met with them, it must have been owing to the 
currents which had carried them to the northeast and that they had not made such progress as the pilots 
stated. The Admiral directed him to return the chart, when he traced their course upon it in presence of 
the pilot and sailors.  

At sunset Martin Alonzo called out with great joy from his vessel that he saw land, and demanded of the 
Admiral a reward for his intelligence. The Admiral says, when he heard him declare this, he fell on his 
knees and returned thanks to God, and Martin Alonzo with his crew repeated Gloria in excelsis Deo, as 
did the crew of the Admiral. Those on board the Nina ascended the rigging, and all declared they saw 
land. The Admiral also thought it was land, and about twenty-five leagues distant. They remained all 
night repeating these affirmations, and the Admiral ordered their course to be shifted from west to 
southwest where the land appeared to lie. They sailed that day four leagues and a half west and in the 
night seventeen leagues southwest, in all twenty-one and a half: told the crew thirteen leagues, making it 
a point to keep them from knowing how far they had sailed; in this manner two reckonings were kept, the 
shorter one falsified, and the other being the true account. The sea was very smooth and many of the 
sailors went in it to bathe, saw many dories and other fish.  

Wednesday, 26 September. Continued their course west till the afternoon, then southwest and discovered 
that what they had taken for land was nothing but clouds. Sailed, day and night, thirty- one leagues; 
reckoned to the crew twenty-four. The sea was like a river, the air soft and mild.  

* * * * *  
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Sunday, 30 September. Continued their course west and sailed day and night in calms, fourteen leagues; 
reckoned eleven.--Four tropic birds came to the ship, which is a very clear sign of land, for so many birds 
of one sort together show that they are not straying about, having lost themselves. Twice, saw two 
pelicans; many weeds. The constellation called Las Gallardias, which at evening appeared in a westerly 
direction, was seen in the northeast the next morning, making no more progress in a night of nine hours, 
this was the case every night, as says the Admiral. At night the needles varied a point towards the 
northwest, in the morning they were true, by which it appears that the polar star moves, like the others, 
and the needles are always right.  

Monday, 1 October. Continued their course west and sailed twenty-five leagues; reckoned to the crew 
twenty. Experienced a heavy shower. The pilot of the Admiral began to fear this morning that they were 
five hundred and seventy-eight leagues west of the island of Ferro. The short reckoning which the 
Admiral showed his crew gave five hundred and eighty-four, but the true one which he kept to himself 
was seven hundred and seven leagues.  

* * * * *  

Saturday, 6 October. Continued their course west and sailed forty leagues day and night; reckoned to the 
crew thirty-three. This night Martin Alonzo gave it as his opinion that they had better steer from west to 
southwest. The Admiral thought from this that Martin Alonzo did not wish to proceed onward to 
Cipango; but he considered it best to keep on his course, as he should probably reach the land sooner in 
that direction, preferring to visit the continent first, and then the islands.  

Sunday, 7 October. Continued their course west and sailed twelve miles an hour, for two hours, then eight 
miles an hour. Sailed till an hour after sunrise, twenty-three leagues; reckoned to the crew eighteen. At 
sunrise the caravel Nina, who kept ahead on account of her swiftness in sailing, while all the vessels were 
striving to outsail one another, and gain the reward promised by the King and Queen by first discovering 
land--hoisted a flag at her mast head, and fired a lombarda, as a signal that she had discovered land, for 
the Admiral had given orders to that effect. He had also ordered that the ships should keep in close 
company at sunrise and sunset, as the air was more favorable at those times for seeing at a distance. 
Towards evening seeing nothing of the land which the Nina had made signals for, and observing large 
flocks of birds coming from the North and making for the southwest, whereby it was rendered probable 
that they were either going to land to pass the night, or abandoning the countries of the north, on account 
of the approaching winter, he determined to alter his course, knowing also that the Portuguese had 
discovered most of the islands they possessed by attending to the flight of birds. The Admiral accordingly 
shifted his course from west to west-southwest, with a resolution to continue two days ill that direction. 
This was done about an hour after sunset. Sailed in the night nearly five leagues, and twenty-three in the 
day. In all twenty-eight.  

8 October. Steered west-southwest and sailed day and night eleven or twelve leagues; at times during the 
night, fifteen miles an hour, if the account can be depended upon. Found the sea like the river at Seville, 
"thanks to God," says the Admiral. The air soft as that of Seville in April, and so fragrant that it was 
delicious to breathe it. The weeds appeared very fresh. Many land birds, one of which they took, flying 
towards the southwest; also grajaos, ducks, and a pelican were seen.  

Tuesday, 9 October. Sailed southwest five leagues, when the wind changed, and they stood west by north 
four leagues. Sailed in the whole day and night, twenty leagues and a half; reckoned to the crew 
seventeen. All night heard birds passing.  

Wednesday, 10 October. Steered west-southwest and sailed at times ten miles an hour, at others twelve, 
and at others, seven; day and night made fifty-nine leagues' progress; reckoned to the crew but forty-four. 
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Here the men lost all patience, and complained of the length of the voyage, but the Admiral encouraged 
them in the best manner he could, representing the profits they were about to acquire, and adding that it 
was to no purpose to complain, having come so far, they had nothing to do but continue on to the Indies, 
till with the help of our Lord, they should arrive there.  

Thursday, 11 October. Steered west-southwest; and encountered a heavier sea than they had met with 
before in the whole voyage. Saw pardelas and a green rush near the vessel. The crew of the Pinta saw a 
cane and a log; they also picked up a stick which appeared to have been carved with an iron tool, a piece 
of cane, a plant which grows on land, and a board. The crew of the Nina saw other signs of land, and a 
stalk loaded with rose berries. These signs encouraged them, and they all grew cheerful. Sailed this day 
till sunset, twenty-seven leagues.  

After sunset steered their original course west and sailed twelve miles an hour till two hours after 
midnight, going ninety miles, which are twenty-two leagues and a half; and as the Pinta was the swiftest 
sailer, and kept ahead of the Admiral, she discovered land and made the signals which had been ordered. 
The land was first seen by a sailor called Rodrigo de Triana, although the Admiral at ten o'clock that 
evening standing on the quarter-deck saw a light, but so small a body that he could not affirm it to be 
land; calling to Pero Gutierrez, groom of the King's wardrobe, he told him he saw a light, and bid him 
look that way, which he did and saw it; he did the same to Rodrigo Sanchez of Segovia, whom the King 
and Queen had sent with the squadron as comptroller, but he was unable to see it from his situation. The 
Admiral again perceived it once or twice, appearing like the light of a wax candle moving up and down, 
which some thought an indication of land. But the Admiral held it for certain that land was near; for 
which reason, after they had said the Salve which the seamen are accustomed to repeat and chant after 
their fashion, the Admiral directed them to keep a strict watch upon the forecastle and look out diligently 
for land, and to him who should first discover it he promised a silken jacket, besides the reward which the 
King and Queen had offered, which was an annuity of ten thousand maravedis. At two o'clock in the 
morning the land was discovered, at two leagues' distance; they took in sail and remained under the 
square-sail lying to till day, which was Friday, when they found themselves near a small island, one of 
the Lucayos, called in the Indian language Guanahani. Presently they descried people, naked, and the 
Admiral landed in the boat, which was armed, along with Martin Alonzo Pinzon, and Vincent Yanez his 
brother, captain of the Nina. The Admiral bore the royal standard, and the two captains each a banner of 
the Green Cross, which all the ships had carried; this contained the initials of the names of the King and 
Queen each side of the cross, and a crown over each letter Arrived on shore, they saw trees very green 
many streams of water, and diverse sorts of fruits. The Admiral called upon the two Captains, and the rest 
of the crew who landed, as also to Rodrigo de Escovedo notary of the fleet, and Rodrigo Sanchez, of 
Segovia, to bear witness that he before all others took possession (as in fact he did) of that island for the 
King and Queen his sovereigns, making the requisite declarations, which are more at large set down here 
in writing. Numbers of the people of the island straightway collected together. Here follow the precise 
words of the Admiral: "As I saw that they were very friendly to us, and perceived that they could be 
much more easily converted to our holy faith by gentle means than by force, I presented them with some 
red caps, and strings of beads to wear upon the neck, and many other trifles of small value, wherewith 
they were much delighted, and became wonderfully attached to us. Afterwards they came swimming to 
the boats, bringing parrots, balls of cotton thread, javelins, and many other things which they exchanged 
for articles we gave them, such as glass beads, and hawk's bells; which trade was carried on with the 
utmost good will. But they seemed on the whole to me, to be a very poor people. They all go completely 
naked, even the women, though I saw but one girl. All whom I saw were young, not above thirty years of 
age, well made, with fine shapes and faces; their hair short, and coarse like that of a horse's tail, combed 
toward the forehead, except a small portion which they suffer to hang down behind, and never cut. Some 
paint themselves with black, which makes them appear like those of the Canaries, neither black nor 
white; others with white, others with red, and others with such colors as they can find. Some paint the 
face, and some the whole body; others only the eyes, and others the nose. Weapons they have none, nor 
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are acquainted with them, for I showed them swords which they grasped by the blades, and cut 
themselves through ignorance. They have no iron, their javelins being without it, and nothing more than 
sticks, though some have fish-bones or other things at the ends. They are all of a good size and stature, 
and handsomely formed. I saw some with scars of wounds upon their bodies, and demanded by signs the 
of them; they answered me in the same way, that there came people from the other islands in the 
neighborhood who endeavored to make prisoners of them, and they defended themselves. I thought then, 
and still believe, that these were from the continent. It appears to me, that the people are ingenious, and 
would be good servants and I am of opinion that they would very readily become Christians, as they 
appear to have no religion. They very quickly learn such words as are spoken to them. If it please our 
Lord, I intend at my return to carry home six of them to your Highnesses, that they may learn our 
language. I saw no beasts in the island, nor any sort of animals except parrots." These are the words of the 
Admiral.  

Saturday, 13 October. "At daybreak great multitudes of men came to the shore, all young and of fine 
shapes, very handsome; their hair not curled but straight and coarse like horse-hair, and all with foreheads 
and heads much broader than any people I had hitherto seen; their eyes were large and very beautiful; 
they were not black, but the color of the inhabitants of the Canaries, which is a very natural circumstance, 
they being in the same latitude with the island of Ferro in the Canaries. They were straight-limbed 
without exception, and not with prominent bellies but handsomely shaped. They came to the ship in 
canoes, made of a single trunk of a tree, wrought in a wonderful manner considering the country; some of 
them large enough to contain forty or forty-five men, others of different sizes down to those fitted to hold 
but a single person. They rowed with an oar like a baker's peel, and wonderfully swift. If they happen to 
upset, they all jump into the sea, and swim till they have righted their canoe and emptied it with the 
calabashes they carry with them. They came loaded with balls of cotton, parrots, javelins, and other 
things too numerous to mention; these they exchanged for whatever we chose to give them. I was very 
attentive to them, and strove to learn if they had any gold. Seeing some of them with little bits of this 
metal hanging at their noses, I gathered from them by signs that by going southward or steering round the 
island in that direction, there would be found a king who possessed large vessels of gold, and in great 
quantities. I endeavored to procure them to lead the way thither, but found they were unacquainted with 
the route. I determined to stay here till the evening of the next day, and then sail for the southwest; for 
according to what I could learn from them, there was land at the south as well as at the southwest and 
northwest and those from the northwest came many times and fought with them and proceeded on to the 
southwest in search of gold and precious stones. This is a large and level island, with trees extremely 
flourishing, and streams of water; there is a large lake in the middle of the island, but no mountains: the 
whole is completely covered with verdure and delightful to behold. The natives are an inoffensive people, 
and so desirous to possess any thing they saw with us, that they kept swimming off to the ships with 
whatever they could find, and readily bartered for any article we saw fit to give them in return, even such 
as broken platters and fragments of glass. I saw in this manner sixteen balls of cotton thread which 
weighed above twenty-five pounds, given for three Portuguese ceutis. This traffic I forbade, and suffered 
no one to take their cotton from them, unless I should order it to be procured for your Highnesses, if 
proper quantities could be met with. It grows in this island, but from my short stay here I could not satisfy 
myself fully concerning it; the gold, also, which they wear in their noses, is found here, but not to lose 
time, I am determined to proceed onward and ascertain whether I can reach Cipango. At night they all 
went on shore with their canoes.  

Sunday, 14 October. In the morning, I ordered the boats to be got ready, and coasted along the island 
toward the north- northeast to examine that part of it, we having landed first at the eastern part. Presently 
we discovered two or three villages, and the people all came down to the shore, calling out to us, and 
giving thanks to God. Some brought us water, and others victuals: others seeing that I was not disposed to 
land, plunged into the sea and swam out to us, and we perceived that they interrogated us if we had come 
from heaven. An old man came on board my boat; the others, both men and women cried with loud 
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voices--"Come and see the men who have come from heavens. Bring them victuals and drink." There 
came many of both sexes, every one bringing something, giving thanks to God, prostrating themselves on 
the earth, and lifting up their hands to heaven. They called out to us loudly to come to land, but I was 
apprehensive on account of a reef of rocks, which surrounds the whole island, although within there is 
depth of water and room sufficient for all the ships of Christendom, with a very narrow entrance. There 
are some shoals withinside, but the water is as smooth as a pond. It was to view these parts that I set out 
in the morning, for I wished to give a complete relation to your Highnesses, as also to find where a fort 
might be built. I discovered a tongue of land which appeared like an island though it was not, but might 
be cut through and made so in two days; it contained six houses. I do not, however, see the necessity of 
fortifying the place, as the people here are simple in war-like matters, as your Highnesses will see by 
those seven which I have ordered to be taken and carried to Spain in order to learn our language and 
return, unless your Highnesses should choose to have them all transported to Castile, or held captive in 
the island. I could conquer the whole of them with fifty men, and govern them as I pleased. Near the islet 
I have mentioned were groves of trees, the most beautiful I have ever seen, with their foliage as verdant 
as we see in Castile in April and May. There were also many streams. After having taken a survey of 
these parts, I returned to the ship, and setting sail, discovered such a number of islands that I knew not 
which first to visit; the natives whom I had taken on board informed me by signs that there were so many 
of them that they could not be numbered; they repeated the names of more than a hundred. I determined 
to steer for the largest, which is about five leagues from San Salvador; the others were some at a greater, 
and some at a less distance from that island. They are all very level, without mountains, exceedingly 
fertile and populous, the inhabitants living at war with one another, although a simple race, and with 
delicate bodies.  

15 October. Stood off and on during the night, determining not to come to anchor till morning, fearing to 
meet with shoals; continued our course in the morning; and as the island was found to be six or seven 
leagues distant, and the tide was against us, it was noon when we arrived there. I found that part of it 
towards San Salvador extending from north to south five leagues, and the other side which we coasted 
along, ran from east to west more than ten leagues. From this island espying a still larger one to the west, 
I set sail in that direction and kept on till night without reaching the western extremity of the island, 
where I gave it the name of Santa Maria de la Concepcion. About sunset we anchored near the cape 
which terminates the island towards the west to enquire for gold, for the natives we had taken from San 
Salvador told me that the people here wore golden bracelets upon their arms and legs. I believed pretty 
confidently that they had invented this story in order to find means to escape from us, still I determined to 
pass none of these islands without taking possession, because being once taken, it would answer for all 
times. We anchored and remained till Tuesday, when at daybreak I went ashore with the boats armed. 
The people we found naked like those of San Salvador, and of the same disposition. They suffered us to 
traverse the island, and gave us what we asked of them. As the wind blew southeast upon the shore where 
the vessels lay, I determined not to remain, and set out for the ship. A large canoe being near the caravel 
Nina, one of the San Salvador natives leaped overboard and swam to her; (another had made his escape 
the night before,) the canoe being reached by the fugitive, the natives rowed for the land too swiftly to be 
overtaken; having landed, some of my men went ashore in pursuit of them, when they abandoned the 
canoe and fled with precipitation; the canoe which they had left was brought on board the Nina, where 
from another quarter had arrived a small canoe with a single man, who came to barter some cotton; some 
of the sailors finding him unwilling to go on board the vessel, jumped into the sea and took him. I was 
upon the quarter deck of my ship, and seeing the whole, sent for him, and gave him a red cap, put some 
glass beads upon his arms, and two hawk's bells upon his ears. I then ordered his canoe to be returned to 
him, and despatched him back to land.  

I now set sail for the other large island to the west and gave orders for the canoe which the Nina had in 
tow to be set adrift. I had refused to receive the cotton from the native whom I sent on shore, although he 
pressed it upon me. I looked out after him and saw upon his landing that the others all ran to meet him 
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with much wonder. It appeared to them that we were honest people, and that the man who had escaped 
from us had done us some injury, for which we kept him in custody. It was in order to favor this notion 
that I ordered the canoe to be set adrift, and gave the man the presents above mentioned, that when your 
Highnesses send another expedition to these parts it may meet with a friendly reception. All I gave the 
man was not worth four maravedis. We set sail about ten o'clock, with the wind southeast and stood 
southerly for the island I mentioned above, which is a very large one, and where according to the account 
of the natives on board, there is much gold, the inhabitants wearing it in bracelets upon their arms, legs, 
and necks, as well as in their ears and at their noses. This island is nine leagues distant from Santa Maria 
in a westerly direction. This part of it extends from northwest, to southeast and appears to be twenty-eight 
leagues long, very level, without any mountains, like San Salvador and Santa Maria, having a good shore 
and not rocky, except a few ledges under water, which renders it necessary to anchor at some distance, 
although the water is very clear, and the bottom may be seen. Two shots of a lombarda from the land, the 
water is so deep that it cannot be sounded; this is the case in all these islands. They are all extremely 
verdant and fertile, with the air agreeable, and probably contain many things of which I am ignorant, not 
inclining to stay here, but visit other islands in search of gold. And considering the indications of it 
among the natives who wear it upon their arms and legs, and having ascertained that it is the true metal 
by showing them some pieces of it which I have with me, I cannot fail, with the help of our Lord, to find 
the place which produces it.  

Being at sea, about midway between Santa Maria and the large island, which I name Fernandina, we met 
a man in a canoe going from Santa Maria to Fernandina; he had with him a piece of the bread which the 
natives make, as big as one's fist, a calabash of water, a quantity of reddish earth, pulverized and 
afterwards kneaded up, and some dried leaves which are in high value among them, for a quantity of it 
was brought to me at San Salvador; he had besides a little basket made after their fashion, containing 
some glass beads, and two blancas by all which I knew he had come from San Salvador, and had passed 
from thence to Santa Maria. He came to the ship and I caused him to be taken on board, as he requested 
it; we took his canoe also on board and took care of his things. I ordered him to be presented with bread 
and honey, and drink, and shall carry him to Fernandina and give him his property, that he may carry a 
good report of us, so that if it please our Lord when your Highnesses shall send again to these regions, 
those who arrive here may receive honor, and procure what the natives may be found to possess.  

Tuesday, 16 October. Set sail from Santa Maria about noon, for Fernandina which appeared very large in 
the west; sailed all the day with calms, and could not arrive soon enough to view the shore and select a 
good anchorage, for great care must be taken in this particular, lest the anchors be lost. Beat up and down 
all night, and in the morning arrived at a village and anchored. This was the place to which the man 
whom we had picked up at sea had gone, when we set him on shore. He had given such a favorable 
account of us, that all night there were great numbers of canoes coming off to us, who brought us water 
and other things. I ordered each man to be presented with something, as strings of ten or a dozen glass 
beads apiece, and thongs of leather, all which they estimated highly; those which came on board I 
directed should be fed with molasses. At three o'clock, I sent the boat on shore for water; the natives with 
great good will directed the men where to find it, assisted them in carrying the casks full of it to the boat, 
and seemed to take great pleasure in serving us. This is a very large island, and I have resolved to coast it 
about, for as I understand, in, or near the island, there is a mine of gold. It is eight leagues west of Santa 
Maria, and the cape where we have arrived, and all this coast extends from north-northwest to south-
southeast. I have seen twenty leagues of it, but not the end. Now, writing this, I set sail with a southerly 
wind to circumnavigate the island, and search till we can find Samoet, which is the island or city where 
the gold is, according to the account of those who come on board the ship, to which the relation of those 
of San Salvador and Santa Maria corresponds. These people are similar to those of the islands just 
mentioned, and have the same language and customs; with the exception that they appear somewhat more 
civilized, showing themselves more subtle in their dealings with us, bartering their cotton and other 
articles with more profit than the others had experienced. Here we saw cotton cloth, and perceived the 
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people more decent, the women wearing a slight covering of cotton over the nudities. The island is 
verdant, level and fertile to a high degree; and I doubt not that grain is sowed and reaped the whole year 
round, as well as all other productions of the place. I saw many trees, very dissimilar to those of our 
country, and many of them had branches of different sorts upon the same trunk; and such a diversity was 
among them that it was the greatest wonder in the world to behold. Thus, for instance, one branch of a 
tree bore leaves like those of a cane, another branch of the same tree, leaves similar to those of the 
lentisk. In this manner a single tree bears five or six different kinds. Nor is this done by grafting, for that 
is a work of art, whereas these trees grow wild, and the natives take no care about them. They have no 
religion, and I believe that they would very readily become Christians, as they have a good 
understanding. Here the fish are so dissimilar to ours that it is wonderful. Some are shaped like dories, of 
the finest hues in the world, blue, yellow, red, and every other color, some variegated with a thousand 
different tints, so beautiful that no one on beholding them could fail to express the highest wonder and 
admiration. Here are also whales. Beasts, we saw none, nor any creatures on land save parrots and lizards, 
but a boy told me he saw a large snake. No sheep nor goats were seen, and although our stay here has 
been short, it being now noon, yet were there any, I could hardly have failed of seeing them. The 
circumnavigation of the island I shall describe afterward.  

Wednesday, 17 October. At noon set sail from the village where we had anchored and watered. Kept on 
our course to sail round the island; the wind southwest and south. My intention was to follow the coast of 
the island to the southeast as it runs in that direction, being informed by the Indians I have on board, 
besides another whom I met with here, that in such a course I should meet with the island which they call 
Samoet, where gold is found. I was further informed by Martin Alonzo Pinzon, captain of the Pinta, on 
board of which I had sent three of the Indians, that he had been assured by one of them I might sail round 
the island much sooner by the northwest. Seeing that the wind would not enable me to proceed in the 
direction I first contemplated, and finding it favorable for the one thus recommended me, I steered to the 
northwest and arriving at the extremity of the island at two leagues' distance, I discovered a remarkable 
haven with two entrances, formed by an island at its mouth, both very narrow, the inside capacious 
enough for a hundred ships, were there sufficient depth of water. I thought it advisable to examine it, and 
therefore anchored outside, and went with the boats to sound it, but found the water shallow. As I had 
first imagined it to be the mouth of a river, I had directed the casks to be carried ashore for water, which 
being done we discovered eight or ten men who straightway came up to us, and directed us to a village in 
the neighborhood; I accordingly dispatched the crews thither in quest of water, part of them armed, and 
the rest with the casks, and the place being at some distance it detained me here a couple of hours. In the 
meantime I strayed about among the groves, which present the most enchanting sight ever witnessed, a 
degree of verdure prevailing like that of May in Andalusia, the trees as different from those of our 
country as day is from night, and the same may be said of the fruit, the weeds, the stones and everything 
else. A few of the trees, however, seemed to be of a species similar to some that are to be found in 
Castile, though still with a great dissimilarity, but the others so unlike, that it is impossible to find any 
resemblance in them to those of our land. The natives we found like those already described, as to 
personal appearance and manners, and naked like the rest. Whatever they possessed, they bartered for 
what we chose to give them. I saw a boy of the crew purchasing javelins of them with bits of platters and 
broken glass. Those who went for water informed me that they had entered their houses and found them 
very clean and neat, with beds and coverings of cotton nets. Their houses are all built in the shape of 
tents, with very high chimneys. None of the villages which I saw contained more than twelve or fifteen of 
them. Here it was remarked that the married women wore cotton breeches, but the younger females were 
without them, except a few who were as old as eighteen years. Dogs were seen of a large and small size, 
and one of the men had hanging at his nose a piece of gold half as big as a castellailo, with letters upon it. 
I endeavored to purchase it of them in order to ascertain what sort of money it was but they refused to 
part with it. Having taken our water on board, I set sail and proceeded northwest till I had surveyed the 
coast to the point where it begins to run from east to west. Here the Indians gave me to understand that 
this island was smaller than that of Samoet, and that I had better return in order to reach it the sooner. The 
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wind died away, and then sprang up from the west-northwest which was contrary to the course we were 
pursuing, we therefore hove about and steered various courses through the night from east to south 
standing off from the land, the weather being cloudy and thick. It rained violently from midnight till near 
day, and the sky still remains clouded; we remain off the southeast part of the island, where I expect to 
anchor and stay till the weather grows clear, when I shall steer for the other islands I am in quest of. 
Every day that I have been in these Indies it has rained more or less. I assure your Highnesses that these 
lands are the most fertile, temperate, level and beautiful countries in the world.  

Thursday, 18 October. As soon as the sky grew clear, we set sail and went as far round the island as we 
could, anchoring when we found it inconvenient to proceed. I did not, however, land. In the morning set 
sail again.  

Friday, 19 October. In the morning we got under weigh, and I ordered the Pinta to steer east and 
southeast and the Nina south- southeast; proceeding myself to the southeast the other vessels I directed to 
keep on the courses prescribed till noon, and then to rejoin me. Within three hours we descried an island 
to the east toward which we directed our course, and arrived all three, before noon, at the northern 
extremity, where a rocky islet and reef extend toward the North, with another between them and the main 
island. The Indians on board the ships called this island Saomete. I named it Isabela. It lies westerly from 
the island of Fernandina, and the coast extends from the islet twelve leagues, west, to a cape which I 
called Cabo Hermoso, it being a beautiful, round headland with a bold shore free from shoals. Part of the 
shore is rocky, but the rest of it, like most of the coast here, a sandy beach. Here we anchored till 
morning. This island is the most beautiful that I have yet seen, the trees in great number, flourishing and 
lofty; the land is higher than the other islands, and exhibits an eminence, which though it cannot be called 
a mountain, yet adds a beauty to its appearance, and gives an indication of streams of water in the 
interior. From this part toward the northeast is an extensive bay with many large and thick groves. I 
wished to anchor there, and land, that I might examine those delightful regions, but found the coast shoal, 
without a possibility of casting anchor except at a distance from the shore. The wind being favorable, I 
came to the Cape, which I named Hermoso, where I anchored today. This is so beautiful a place, as well 
as the neighboring regions, that I know not in which course to proceed first; my eyes are never tired with 
viewing such delightful verdure, and of a species so new and dissimilar to that of our country, and I have 
no doubt there are trees and herbs here which would be of great value in Spain, as dyeing materials, 
medicine, spicery, etc., but I am mortified that I have no acquaintance with them. Upon our arrival here 
we experienced the most sweet and delightful odor from the flowers or trees of the island. Tomorrow 
morning before we depart, I intend to land and see what can be found in the neighborhood. Here is no 
village, but farther within the island is one, where our Indians inform us we shall find the king, and that 
he has much gold. I shall penetrate so far as to reach the village and see or speak with the king, who, as 
they tell us, governs all these islands, and goes dressed, with a great deal of gold about him. I do not, 
however, give much credit to these accounts, as I understand the natives but imperfectly, and perceive 
them to be so poor that a trifling quantity of gold appears to them a great amount. This island appears to 
me to be a separate one from that of Saomete, and I even think there may be others between them. I am 
not solicitous to examine particularly everything here, which indeed could not be done in fifty years, 
because my desire is to make all possible discoveries, and return to your Highnesses, if it please our Lord, 
in April. But in truth, should I meet with gold or spices in great quantity, I shall remain till I collect as 
much as possible, and for this purpose I am proceeding solely in quest of them.  

Saturday, 20 October. At sunrise we weighed anchor, and stood to the northeast and east along the south 
side of this island, which I named Isabela, and the cape where we anchored, Cabo de la Laguna; in this 
direction I expected from the account of our Indians to find the capital and king of the island. I found the 
coast very shallow, and offering every obstacle to our navigation, and perceiving that our course this way 
must be very circuitous, I determined to return to the westward. The wind failed us, and we were unable 
to get near the shore before night; and as it is very dangerous anchoring here in the dark, when it is 
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impossible to discern among so many shoals and reefs whether the ground be suitable, I stood off and on 
all night. The other vessels came to anchor, having reached the shore in season. As was customary among 
us, they made signals to me to stand in and anchor, but I determined to remain at sea.  

Sunday, 21 October. At 10 o'clock, we arrived at a cape of the island, and anchored, the other vessels in 
company. After having dispatched a meal, I went ashore, and found no habitation save a single house, 
and that without an occupant; we had no doubt that the people had fled in terror at our approach, as the 
house was completely furnished. I suffered nothing to be touched, and went with my captains and some 
of the crew to view the country. This island even exceeds the others in beauty and fertility. Groves of 
lofty and flourishing trees are abundant, as also large lakes, surrounded and overhung by the foliage, in a 
most enchanting manner. Everything looked as green as in April in Andalusia. The melody of the birds 
was so exquisite that one was never willing to part from the spot, and the flocks of parrots obscured the 
heavens. The diversity in the appearance of the feathered tribe from those of our country is extremely 
curious. A thousand different sorts of trees, with their fruit were to be met with, and of a wonderfully 
delicious odor. It was a great affliction to me to be ignorant of their natures, for I am very certain they are 
all valuable; specimens of them and of the plants I have preserved. Going round one of these lakes, I saw 
a snake, which we killed, and I have kept the skin for your Highnesses; upon being discovered he took to 
the water, whither we followed him, as it was not deep, and dispatched him with our lances; he was seven 
spans in length; I think there are many more such about here. I discovered also the aloe tree, and am 
determined to take on board the ship tomorrow, ten quintals of it, as I am told it is valuable. While we 
were in search of some good water, we came upon a village of the natives about half a league from the 
place where the ships lay; the inhabitants on discovering us abandoned their houses, and took to flight, 
carrying of their goods to the mountain. I ordered that nothing which they had left should be taken, not 
even the value of a pin. Presently we saw several of the natives advancing towards our party, and one of 
them came up to us, to whom we gave some hawk's bells and glass beads, with which he was delighted. 
We asked him in return, for water, and after I had gone on board the ship, the natives came down to the 
shore with their calabashes full, and showed great pleasure in presenting us with it. I ordered more glass 
beads to be given them, and they promised to return the next day. It is my wish to fill all the water casks 
of the ships at this place, which being executed, I shall depart immediately, if the weather serve, and sail 
round the island, till I succeed in meeting with the king, in order to see if I can acquire any of the gold, 
which I hear he possesses. Afterwards I shall set sail for another very large island which I believe to be 
Cipango, according to the indications I receive from the Indians on board. They call the Island Colba, and 
say there are many large ships, and sailors there. This other island they name Bosio, and inform me that it 
is very large; the others which lie in our course, I shall examine on the passage, and according as I find 
gold or spices in abundance, I shall determine what to do; at all events I am determined to proceed on to 
the continent, and visit the city of Guisay, where I shall deliver the letters of your Highnesses to the Great 
Can, and demand an answer, with which I shall return.  

.  
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Medieval Sourcebook:  
Columbus' letter to the King and Queen of 
Spain, 1494 

(Undated, probably 1494) 

Most High and Mighty Sovereigns,  

In obedience to your Highnesses' commands, and with submission to superior judgment, I will say 
whatever occurs to me in reference to the colonization and commerce of the Island of Espanola, and of 
the other islands, both those already discovered and those that may be discovered hereafter.  

In the first place, as regards the Island of Espanola: Inasmuch as the number of colonists who desire to 
go thither amounts to two thousand, owing to the land being safer and better for farming and trading, 
and because it will serve as a place to which they can return and from which they can carry on trade with 
the neighboring islands:  

1. That in the said island there shall be founded three or four towns, situated in the most convenient 
places, and that the settlers who are there be assigned to the aforesaid places and towns.  

2. That for the better and more speedy colonization of the said island, no one shall have liberty to 
collect gold in it except those who have taken out colonists' papers, and have built houses for their 
abode, in the town in which they are, that they may live united and in greater safety.  

3. That each town shall have its alcalde [Mayor] ... and its notary public, as is the use and custom in 
Castile.  

4. That there shall be a church, and parish priests or friars to administer the sacraments, to perform 
divine worship, and for the conversion of the Indians.  

5. That none of the colonists shall go to seek gold without a license from the governor or alcalde of 
the town where he lives; and that he must first take oath to return to the place whence he sets out, 
for the purpose of registering faithfully all the gold he may have found, and to return once a 
month, or once a week, as the time may have been set for him, to render account and show the 
quantity of said gold; and that this shall be written down by the notary before the aIcalde, or, if it 
seems better, that a friar or priest, deputed for the purpose, shall be also present  

6. That all the gold thus brought in shall be smelted immediately, and stamped with some mark that 
shall distinguish each town; and that the portion which belongs to your Highnesses shall be 
weighed, and given and consigned to each alcalde in his own town, and registered by the above-
mentioned priest or friar, so that it shall not pass through the hands of only one person, and there 
shall he no opportunity to conceal the truth.  

7. That all gold that may be found without the mark of one of the said towns in the possession of any 
one who has once registered in accordance with the above order shall be taken as forfeited, and 
that the accuser shall have one portion of it and your Highnesses the other.  

8. That one per centum of all the gold that may be found shall be set aside for building churches and 
adorning the same, and for the support of the priests or friars belonging to them; and, if it should 
be thought proper to pay any thing to the alcaldes or notaries for their services, or for ensuring the 
faithful perforce of their duties, that this amount shall be sent to the governor or treasurer who 
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may be appointed there by your Highnesses. 
9. As regards the division of the gold, and the share that ought to be reserved for your Highnesses, 

this, in my opinion, must be left to the aforesaid governor and treasurer, because it will have to be 
greater or less according to the quantity of gold that may be found. Or, should it seem preferable, 
your Highnesses might, for the space of one year, take one half, and the collector the other, and a 
better arrangement for the division be made afterward.  

10. That if the said alcaldes or notaries shall commit or be privy to any fraud, punishment shall be 
provided, and the same for the colonists who shall not have declared all the gold they have.  

11. That in the said island there shall be a treasurer, with a clerk to assist him, who shall receive all 
the gold belonging to your Highnesses, and the alcaldes and notaries of the towns shall each keep 
a record of what they deliver to the said treasurer.  

12. As, in the eagerness to get gold, every one will wish, naturally, to engage in its search in 
preference to any other employment, it seems to me that the privilege of going to look for gold 
ought to be withheld during some portion of each year, that there may be opportunity to have the 
other business necessary for the island performed. 

13. In regard to the discovery of new countries, I think permission should be granted to all that wish 
to go, and more liberality used in the matter of the fifth, making the tax easier, in some fair way, 
in order that many may be disposed to go on voyages.  

I will now give my opinion about ships going to the said Island of Espanola, and the order that should be 
maintained; and that is, that the said ships should only be allowed to discharge in one or two ports 
designated for the purpose, and should register there whatever cargo they bring or unload; and when the 
time for their departure comes, that they should sail from these same ports, and register all the cargo 
they take in, that nothing may be concealed.  

In reference to the transportation of gold from the island to Castile, that all of it should be taken 
on board the ship, both that belonging to your Highnesses and the property of every one else; that 
it should all be placed in one chest with two locks, with their keys, and that the master of the 
vessel keep one key and some person selected by the governor and treasurer the other; that there 
should come with the gold, for a testimony, a list of all that has been put into the said chest, 
properly marked, so that each owner may receive his own; and that, for the faithful performance 
of this duty, if any gold whatsoever is found outside of the said chest in any way, be it little or 
much, it shall be forfeited to your Highnesses.  
That all the ships that come from the said island shall be obliged to make their proper discharge in 
the port of Cadiz, and that no person shall disembark or other person be permitted to go on board 
until the ship has been visited by the person or persons deputed for that purpose, in the said city, 
by your Highnesses, to whom the master shall show all that he carries, and exhibit the manifest of 
all the cargo, it may be seen and examined if the said ship brings any thing hidden and not known 
at the time of lading.  
That the chest in which the said gold has been carried shall be opened in the presence of the 
magistrates of the said city of Cadiz, and of the person deputed for that purpose by your 
Highnesses, and his own property be given to each owner. -  

I beg your Highnesses to hold me in your protection; and I remain, praying our Lord God for your 
Highnesses' lives and the increase of much greater States.  

.  
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The Thanksgivings     
by Harriet Maxwell Converse  
 
Translated from a traditional Iroquois prayer  
We who are here present thank the Great Spirit that we are here 
          to praise Him. 
We thank Him that He has created men and women, and ordered 
          that these beings shall always be living to multiply the earth. 
We thank Him for making the earth and giving these beings its products 
          to live on. 
We thank Him for the water that comes out of the earth and runs 
          for our lands. 
We thank Him for all the animals on the earth. 
We thank Him for certain timbers that grow and have fluids coming 
          from them for us all. 
We thank Him for the branches of the trees that grow shadows 
          for our shelter. 
We thank Him for the beings that come from the west, the thunder 
          and lightning that water the earth. 
We thank Him for the light which we call our oldest brother, the sun 
          that works for our good. 
We thank Him for all the fruits that grow on the trees and vines. 
We thank Him for his goodness in making the forests, and thank 
          all its trees. 
We thank Him for the darkness that gives us rest, and for the kind Being 
          of the darkness that gives us light, the moon. 
We thank Him for the bright spots in the skies that give us signs, 
          the stars. 
We give Him thanks for our supporters, who had charge of our harvests. 
We give thanks that the voice of the Great Spirit can still be heard 
          through the words of Ga-ne-o-di-o. 
We thank the Great Spirit that we have the privilege of this pleasant 
          occasion. 
We give thanks for the persons who can sing the Great Spirit's music, 
          and hope they will be privileged to continue in his faith. 
We thank the Great Spirit for all the persons who perform the ceremonies 
          on this occasion.  
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The Song of the Lenape Warriors Going Against the Enemy (Delaware) 

O poor me!  
Who am going out to fight the enemy,  
And know not whether I shall return again,  
To enjoy the embraces of my children  
And my wife.  
O poor creature!  
Whose life is not in his own hands,  
Who has no power over his own body,  
But tries to do his duty  
For the welfare of his nation.  
O! thou Great Spirit above!  
Take pity on my children  
And on my wife!  
Prevent their mourning on my account!  
Grant that I may be successful in this attempt-  
That I may slay my enemy,  
And bring home the trophies of war  
To my dear family and friends,  
That we may rejoice together.  
O! take pity on me!  
Give me strength and courage to meet my enemy,  
Suffer me to return again to my children,  
To my wife  
And to my relations!  
Take pity on me and preserve my life  
And I will make to thee a sacrifice.  
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Medicine Song of an Indian Lover (Ojibwa) 

I.  
Who, maiden, makes this river flow?  
The Spirit-he makes its ripples glow-  
But I have a charm that can make thee, dear,  
Steal o'er the wave to thy lover here.  

II.  
Who, maiden, makes this river flow?  
The Spirit-he makes its ripples glow-  
Yet every blush that my love would hide,  
Is mirror'd for me in the tell-tale tide.  

III.  
And though thou shouldst sleep on the farthest isle,  
Round which these dimpling waters smile-  
Yet I have a charm that can make thee, dear,  
Steal over the wave to thy lover here.  
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The Pumpkin     
by John Greenleaf Whittier  
 
Oh, greenly and fair in the lands of the sun,  
The vines of the gourd and the rich melon run,  
And the rock and the tree and the cottage enfold,  
With broad leaves all greenness and blossoms all gold,  
Like that which o'er Nineveh's prophet once grew,  
While he waited to know that his warning was true,  
And longed for the storm-cloud, and listened in vain  
For the rush of the whirlwind and red fire-rain.  
 
On the banks of the Xenil the dark Spanish maiden  
Comes up with the fruit of the tangled vine laden;  
And the Creole of Cuba laughs out to behold  
Through orange-leaves shining the broad spheres of gold;  
Yet with dearer delight from his home in the North,  
On the fields of his harvest the Yankee looks forth,  
Where crook-necks are coiling and yellow fruit shines,  
And the sun of September melts down on his vines.  
 
Ah! on Thanksgiving day, when from East and from West,  
From North and from South comes the pilgrim and guest;  
When the gray-haired New Englander sees round his board  
The old broken links of affection restored;  
When the care-wearied man seeks his mother once more,  
And the worn matron smiles where the girl smiled before;  
What moistens the lip and what brightens the eye,  
What calls back the past, like the rich Pumpkin pie?  
 
Oh, fruit loved of boyhood! the old days recalling,  
When wood-grapes were purpling and brown nuts were falling!  
When wild, ugly faces we carved in its skin,  
Glaring out through the dark with a candle within!  
When we laughed round the corn-heap, with hearts all in tune,  
Our chair a broad pumpkin, - our lantern the moon,  
Telling tales of the fairy who travelled like steam  
In a pumpkin-shell coach, with two rats for her team!  
 
Then thanks for thy present! none sweeter or better  
E'er smoked from an oven or circled a platter!  
Fairer hands never wrought at a pastry more fine,  
Brighter eyes never watched o'er its baking, than thine!  
And the prayer, which my mouth is too full to express,  
Swells my heart that thy shadow may never be less,  
That the days of thy lot may be lengthened below,  
And the fame of thy worth like a pumpkin-vine grow,  
And thy life be as sweet, and its last sunset sky  
Golden-tinted and fair as thy own Pumpkin pie!   
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