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Word Windows into History 
Poems, Songs and Documents  

Selected for the Themes and Eras Illuminated through American Art 
 

Prepared by the DePaul University Center for Urban Education 
for the Terra Teacher Lab 

Terra Foundation for American Art 
 
 
These are examples of songs, poems and documents that illustrate times in US history. 
You can use them to help students understand that a poem or song is a word picture 
and can be interpreted just as a painting can be—and that in context it makes more 
sense as well as providing a window into that context. 
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Documents 
    Full program of the Chicago Freedom Movement, July 1966 
    Dr. Martin Luther King’s letter from Birmingham Jail is not reprinted in this binder, but    
      can be viewed here: http://www.stanford.edu/group/King/frequentdocs/birmingham.pdf   
 
 
Poems and Songs 
 
The following poems and songs are not reprinted in this binder, but can be accessed at 
the websites listed below.  
 
“We Real Cool” http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/15433  
“American History” http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/15872  
“I, Too, Sing America” http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/15615  
“The Negro Speaks of Rivers” http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/15722  
“Lift Every Voice and Sing”  http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/1558  
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