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Governor Deval Patrick's Inaugural Speech 
 
This was the speech given by Deval Patrick at his inauguration as governor of Massachusetts. 
He grew up in Chicago, and in his biography he wrote “My grade school teachers did what all 
great teachers do—expand your mind, your vision, and your world—and none more so than 
Eddie Quaintance, my sixth grade instructor.”   Mrs. Quaintance worked at the Center for Urban 
Education after her retirement from teaching and has enabled us to support the inspiring work of 
many teachers. 
 
           For a very long time now we have been told that government is bad, that it exists only to 
serve the powerful and well-connected, that its job is not important enough to be done by anyone 
competent, let alone committed, and that all of us are on our own.   Today we join together in 
common cause to lay that fallacy to rest, and to extend a great movement based on shared 
responsibility from the corner office to the corner of your block and back again. 
  My journey here has been an improbable one.  From a place where hope withers, through 
great schools and challenging opportunities, to this solemn occasion, I have been supported and 
loved and lifted up.   And I thank the family, the mentors, the teachers - every one of whom is 
here today in body or in spirit - just as I thank the tens of thousands of campaign volunteers and 
millions of voters across the Commonwealth who shared this improbable journey with me. 
  America herself is an improbable journey.  People have come to these shores from all 
over the world, in all manner of boats, and built from a wilderness one of the most remarkable 
societies in human history.  We are most remarkable not just for our material accomplishments 
or military might, but because of the ideals to which we have dedicated ourselves.  We have 
defined those ideals over time and through struggle as equality, opportunity and fair play - ideals 
about universal human dignity.   For these, at the end of the day, we are the envy to the world. … 
 I am descended from people once forbidden their most basic and fundamental freedoms, 
a people desperate for a reason to hope and willing to fight for it.  And so are you.  So are you.   
Because the Amistad was not just a Black man's journey; it was an American journey.  This 
Commonwealth - and the Nation modeled on it - is at its best when we show we understand a 
faith in what's possible, and the willingness to work for it. 
 And I see above all the imagination, the compassion and the energy of our people.  I see 
what we are capable of - not just as a matter of history, but as a matter of character.   And I am 
asking you to touch that part of our shared legacy, and reach with me for something better. 
  I know that we can have more and better jobs, and a stronger economy.  But we will need 
the best prepared workforce on the planet, simpler and faster regulatory processes, a stable and 
simplified corporate tax structure, and a more cooperative relationship between labor and 
business.  Let's reach for that. 
  I know we can have better schools to support that emerging economy, and to prepare 
today's and tomorrow's citizens.   But we will need high expectations for our kids at home as 
well as at schools, more flexibility in the classrooms and even in what we consider to be a 
"classroom," early education and after-school programs, and public colleges and universities 
every bit as well-supported and honored as their private counterparts.   Let's reach for that. 
  I know we can have more accessible and more affordable health care for ourselves and 
our families.   But it will take transparency among clinicians and health insurers, a system of care 
that makes more use of community settings, simplified administrative systems, and government 
stewardship for the good of the whole.   Let's reach for that. 
  I know we can have safer neighborhoods.  But it will take more community-based 
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patrols, after-school and enrichment programs, summer job and volunteer opportunities for 
young people, training and pre-release preparation for inmates, and sensible reform of both 
CORI and sentencing.   Let's reach for that. 
  We know what to do.  We know that our challenges were long in the making and will 
require long-term solutions.   We know what to reach for.  And we ought to know that either we 
invest today or we will surely pay excessively tomorrow.  We know that investment in education 
today beats investment in prisons tomorrow. 
  Quick fixes, gimmicks and sound bites are not enough.  That's not in the spirit of what 
built this country.   That is not what cleared the forest and planted New England's earliest farms.  
It's not what inspired our great universities and museums.  It's not what created the boom in 
textile manufacturing in its time or a flourishing biotech industry today.   It's not what freed the 
colonies from oppression or the slaves from bondage or women from second class citizenship. 
  What has distinguished us at every signature moment of our history is the willingness to 
look a challenge right in the eye, the instinct to measure it against our ideals, and the sustained 
dedication to close the gap between the two.   That is who we are. 
 
Think It Through 
A theme is a way of thinking about something.   
What is the theme of this speech—the ideas that Governor Deval Patrick wants you to 
understand?  Write the theme on the line. 
He uses different examples to make that idea clear.  List three examples from the 
speech that support the theme. 
 
 
 
 THEME: ________________________________________________ 
 
 
Example           Example 
     
      Example 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your Vision 
Governor Patrick shares his history and his hopes in his inauguration speech.  
Inauguration means beginning.  He inspires people with his speech.  He asks them to 
work together to have a better future.  It is a persuasive speech.  
 
Exceed: After students analyze this text, they can write their own, using some of the 
same techniques to create a persuasive speech. 


