Read Skillfully

Write about What You Read

Learn More

Honest Abe
CCSSR2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key
supporting details and ideas.

Source: Public Domain, adapted by Center for Urban Education

This history tells about what happened while Abe Lincoln had a job working in a
store in a small town. Every day people came and bought things they needed there. It
was a frontier community. People did not have any extra money to spare. This story tells
you about his character. As you read, think about the traits he shows by what he does.
Abe Lincoln could not endure the thought of cheating any one, even though it had
been done unintentionally. He took great care of the money at the store. But some days
there were mistakes. He always made sure to correct them.
One day a woman bought goods in Offutt's store amounting to something over two
dollars. She paid Abe the money and went away satisfied. That night, on going over the
sales of the day, Abe found that he had charged the woman six and one-fourth cents too
much. After closing the store, though it was late, he could not go home to supper or to
bed till he had restored that sixpence to its proper owner. She lived more than two miles
away, but that did not matter to Abe Lincoln. He walked all the way there—and back.
Another evening, as he was closing the store, a woman came in for a half-pound of
tea. He weighed it out for her and took the pay. But early next morning, when he came to
"open up," he found the four-ounce weight instead of the eight-ounce on the scales, and
inferred that he had given that woman only half as much tea as he had taken the money
for. Of course, the woman would never know the difference, and it meant walking several
miles and back, but the honest clerk weighed out another quarter pound of tea, locked the
store and took that long walk before breakfast.
J. G. Holland wrote, in his "Life of Abraham Lincoln," of the young man's progress
during his first year in New Salem:
"The year that Lincoln was in Denton Offutt's store was one of great advance. He had
made new and valuable acquaintances, read many books, won multitudes of friends, and
become ready for a step further in advance. Those who could appreciate brains respected
him, and those whose ideas of a man related to his muscles were devoted to him. It was
while he was performing the work of the store that he acquired the nickname, 'Honest
Abe'—a characterization that he never dishonored, that he never outgrew.
He was everybody's friend, the best-natured, the most sensible, the best-informed, the
most modest and unassuming, the kindest, gentlest, roughest, strongest, best fellow in all
New Salem and the region round about."
Support the Main Idea
What is the main idea of this passage?
Underline five sentences in the passage that support that idea.
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