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How to Summarize an Event in History or Today—or a Story 
CCSSR2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key 
supporting details and ideas. 
 
Time Period: _____________________________________________________   
 
Place:___________________________________________________________ 
 
Event: __________________________________________________________ 
 
People: __________________________________________________________ 
 
How it starts: _____________________________________________________ 
 
What happens next: _______________________________________________ 
 
How it ends: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Why it ends that way: _______________________________________________ 
 
Other Important Information: _________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Why it is an important event: __________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Write a summary.  Tell: who is in it, where it happens, what happens,  and why. 
 
         ______________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 


