
Expand Learning with Clear Thinking  

Center for Urban Education   teacher.depaul.edu    ©2015 

 
Comprehend paragraphs to figure out the main idea of a section 
of a text. 
CCSS Anchor Standard 2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 
summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
 
Place this page next to a text.  Read the paragraphs in one section.   
After you read each paragraph, list what the important idea is (main idea) of the paragraph. 
If you need more rows, add them. 
 
Heading of the section: ___________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
What’s the central idea of this section—the idea that these supporting ideas help 
you understand. 
 
 
__________________________________________________________ 


