Read Skillfully

Mama’s Happy Christmas
CCSSR1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

Includes questions you can ask about any story.
Story Source: Public Domain, adapted by Center for Urban Education

It had seemed to the Johnson children that they would have a very sad Christmas.
Mama had been very ill, and their father had been so anxious about Mama that he could not
think of anything else. Everyone had been quiet for days. They did not want to wake Mama
when she was napping. They did not even put up a Christmas tree because they didn’t want
to have one. Everyone felt very sad.
When Christmas Day arrived, they received great news. Mama said, “I’m feeling much
better today, so I am coming downstairs!”
Mama looked so much better. Though she was still tired, she came downstairs and
lay down on the couch. The family brought their presents out and opened them all together
that morning.
“I am sorry I did not get a chance to buy presents for you,” said Mama.
“This is the best present we could have received,” said father. “You are feeling better.”
“I am glad everyone feels well. I can tell you do because you are all smiling.”
"Why, I NEVER had such a happy Christmas before," said Marie. "And it's just
because you are well again."
“But what about dinner?” asked Mama.
“Mrs. Jones from next door is bringing it,” said Marie. “She said she remembered how
you had been so helpful when she had her new baby, and she was glad to be able to help
you.”
Mama said, “OK, then I will go upstairs and take a nap and come back down at dinner
time.”
Marie said to everyone else, “We should do something to make it a special night.”
"Let’s put on a play,” Father said.
"Oh, yes!" they all cried, "It would be fun; we can make one up ourselves." So all day
long, they were busy working on the play. First they planned the play—it would be a play
about their own family. It would tell about how they moved to Chicago.
Then after dinner, when Mama was saying what a wonderful day she had, the children
said, “We have a surprise for you. We wrote a play, and we would like to perform it now.”
Then they put on the play. Each of them played themselves, except for Felicia, who
played Marie, and Marie, who played Mama. Felicia was only one year old when they moved
in, so they used one of her dolls to be the baby.
Mama laughed and laughed. The play was funny because everyone was so happy.
They remembered how excited everyone had been to move to Chicago. They even had Mrs.
Jones come in and play her part. She was their neighbor now and had been the first person
they met when they moved in.
"I know this," said Mama, "I feel so much better. A loving family is definitely the best
medicine, and a good neighbor helps everyone feel better."

Write your answers to these questions on another page.

1. Sequence: Which event happened first? Which happened last?
2. Character Traits: Name one character. What is one trait you infer that character has? Explain why
you think that.
3. Motive: What is something that person does? Why do you think that person does that?
4. Summarize: Summarize the story in four sentences. Tell about the characters and what they do.
5. Main Idea: What do you think is the main idea of the story? Why?
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