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My New Brother 
 
 My mother was having a baby, and we were delighted.  We did not know when the 
baby would arrive, but we knew it would be very soon. 
  
 Then one night, my mother woke us up and said it was time.  She said that she was 
leaving for the hospital, and that our aunt would take care of us in the meantime. I wanted to 
go to the hospital, too, but my mother said I would go later.   
 
 The next morning, my aunt told me, “You have a new brother.”  I was so excited, and 
I wanted to see him immediately.  Unfortunately, my aunt said, “You can’t go to the hospital 
because you are too young.” 
 
 But I really wanted to see the baby, and I missed my mother greatly.   
  
 My mother called me frequently on the telephone.  Since she stayed in the hospital for 
a few days, we chatted on the phone.  Mother said she was feeling well and that she would be 
home relatively soon.  She also informed me that the nurses had taken excellent care of her 
during her stay.   
 
 The next day, I went to the hospital because it was time to bring my mother back 
home.  When we got there, I noticed she was in a wheelchair and I instantly thought there 
was something wrong.   
 
 “Are you sick?” I asked. 
 
 The nurse said, “No, she is just being careful.  When patients leave the hospital, they 
leave in a wheelchair to assure that they are safe.” 
 
 My mother thanked the nurse.  She told her that she and the baby would be back the 
following week to meet with the doctor.  We would take good care of my new brother, and 
visit the hospital to make sure he remained healthy. 
 
CCSSR1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific 
textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.  
These are questions you can ask and answer about any story.  Write your answers on 
another page. 
 
1. Sequence: Which event happened first?  Which happened last? 
2. Character Traits: Name one character.  What is one trait you infer that character 

has? Explain why you think that. 
3. Motive: What is something that person does?  Why do you think that person does 

that? 
4. Summarize: Summarize the story in four sentences.  Tell about the characters and 

what they do. 
5. Main Idea: What do you think is the main idea of the story?  Why? 


