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Engage, Scaffold, and Assess to Advance Learning

Examples of Lesson Sequences and Activities to Build Independent Competence 

through the Gradual Release of Responsibility within each Day and Across the Week.

Open planners are available at http://teacher.depaul.edu.

Structure Progressive Lessons:  

Take the Gradual Release Across the Week 

 
 

 

The Teaching/Learning Path
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This sequence can structure a learning week.

 

	Monday

Preview/Interest
Model


	Tuesday

Model and GUIDE
	Wednesday

GUIDE and go farther

 
	Thursday

ASSESS and Clarify
	Friday

Fix

Go Deeper

Finish well

	Teacher Models


Students begin.


	Teacher Leads

Students go farther.
	Teacher guides

Students get clearer
	Students demonstrate/

apply

Teacher clarifies and extends


	Students complete with independence.

Teacher guides students needing additional development.


DIFFERENTIATE TO MAKE THE DIFFERENCE

	Powerful Practices

The following practices were identified as correlated with increased learning in a study of the effective instructional programs IES What Works website.

· Graphic Organizers 

· Cooperative Learning 

· Using short segments of passages to teach vocabulary in context/writing

· Specific Informal Assessment

· Curriculum-Based “probes” to clarify thinking

· Peer Tutoring; Reciprocal Peer Tutoring

· Explicit Timing

· Teacher Think-Alouds

· Using Response Cards during Instruction

Source: Roberta C. Kaufman and Robert W. Wandberg, editors,  Powerful Practices for High Performing Special Educators, Corwin Press, 2010.
	Teaching Strategies

Focus Clearly

· survey students—pre-assess for learning interests and challenges as well as knowledge, skills

· clear directions, posted, explained with examples

· set explicit objectives and criteria

Develop with Depth

· ask challenging questions with “think time” 
· guide learning strategies—listening, collaboration, note-taking, time management

· model with “mentor” texts and graphic organizers
· incorporate games
· gradual release of responsibility 

· students demonstrate

· students write to clarify and apply what they learn 

· emphasize transfer of knowledge and skills
Assess to Advance

· use differentiated assessments

· students self-assess
· check for understanding daily

· specific feedback—how to improve or advance

· weekly synthesis
	Diverse Student Activities/Assessments

verbal

· write _letter _poem  _article _story 

· dramatize a story or history

· outline, write, illustrate a topic booklet

· make glossary

· CRAFT—content, role, audience, format, what you will tell about the topic.

kinesthetic

· “fold-a-books”

· make/build a model

visual

· design graphic organizers

· “read” paintings

· illustrate a reading

· create symbols to represent ideas

constructive synthesis/

creative construction
· create museum-like displays

· make portfolios

· present topics 

· debate

· simulation


ENRICHMENT AND ACCOMMODATIONS for Individual Students
	Student
	Enrichment/Accommodations

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


READING LITERATURE     FOCUS QUESTION OF THE WEEK: ______________________________________________________________
This week’s READING Materials: _______________________________________________________ 
Common Core Reading Habits: Answer questions with EVIDENCE CCR1; Infer meanings of words from context CCR4
This week’s Common Core Standard Emphasized: ____________________________________________________________
This week’s learning skill/strategy emphasis: _________________________________________________________(aligned with CC Standard) 

	M PREVIEW, Model, Interest 
	T Model and Guide
	W Guide and Go Farther
	TH Assess, Clarify, Advance
	F Fix, Expand, Finish Well

	 I DO 

WE DO: 
YOU DO

ADVANCED

Check for Understanding:


	 I DO 

WE DO: 
YOU DO

ADVANCED

Check for Understanding:


	 I DO 

WE DO: 
YOU DO

ADVANCED

Check for Understanding:


	Thursday starts with 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT

YOU DO independently
WE DO: 
YOU DO

 
	I DO:
Preview the session

WE DO –Students needing support

YOU DO: Students who meet or exceed assessment level 

CLASS SYNTHESIS

What have we learned about ___________ this week?

Summative Assessment

Students’ final work is the basis for grade for the week’s learning.


	
	M: Preview, Model, Interest 
	T:  Model and Guide
	W: Go Deeper
	Th:  Assess and Clarify
	 F: Fix and Finish UP

	Fluency Activities

This week’s Read Aloud:

Emphasis:

__rate

__comprehension

__diction
	I DO Model reading with    __expression

__rate __diction

__comprehension

YOU DO

ADVANCED: 


	 I DO Model reading with    __expression

__rate __diction

__comprehension

YOU DO

ADVANCED: 
	I DO Model reading with    __expression

__rate __diction

__comprehension

YOU DO

ADVANCED: 


	YOU DO--How I’ll assess—students will…

__read to a partner, check 

__expression    __rate

__fluency        __diction

I DO: clarify based on assessment.

__Re-model the fluency

__student models the fluency

__reciprocal reading

ADVANCED:

	WE DO: students needing support—

Meet/Exceed: 

Synthesis: What did we learn about fluency this week?



	WORD KNOWLEDGE
	Preview, Model, Interest 
	 Model and Guide
	Go Deeper
	 Assess and Clarify
	 Fix and Finish UP

	CCSSR4

This week’s word pattern:

This week’s vocabulary


	 I DO 

WE DO: 
YOU DO

ADVANCED
Check for Understanding

	I DO 

WE DO: 
YOU DO

ADVANCED
Check for Understanding

	 I DO 

WE DO: 
YOU DO

ADVANCED
Check for Understanding

	YOU DO independently—formative assessment

students will… 

 I DO I’ll clarify based on how they respond to the assessment.

Students who need support:

ADVANCED


	I DO 
Guide students needing support—

You Do: Students who meet/exceed:
Synthesis: 




MATH Learning Activities and Assessments

This week’s skill/strategy or pattern: ________________________________________
Math Practice Standards: 
1. Make sense of problems, then solve them persistently.     6. Attend to precision.

Formative Assessment: ____________________________________________________________________________


Materials: _______________________________________________________________________________________
	M Preview, Model, Interest 
	 T Model and Guide
	W Go Deeper
	TH  Assess and Clarify
	F  Fix and Finish UP

	I DO 

WE DO: 
YOU DO

ADVANCED
Check for Understanding

	I DO 

WE DO: 
YOU DO

ADVANCED
Check for Understanding

	I DO 

WE DO: 
YOU DO

ADVANCED
Check for Understanding

	YOU DO: Formative Assessment—students will…

( I DO--RESPOND to assessment--clarify--think out loud, give feedback on ways to make greater progress.

ADVANCED:


	T: Guides students needing support—

ADVANCED
Students who “meet” move up--activity: 

SYNTHESIS:

What rules, ideas,  or patterns did we learn from this week’s math?


Science Learning Activities and Assessments with Integrated Literacy Development
Topic: ____________________________   BIG QUESTION/INQURY: _____________________________________________________________________
KEY ACADEMIC VOCABULARY (CCSSR4) ___________________________________________________________________________________

NGSS Cross-Cutting Concept: __cause-effect; __structure and function; __systems; __stability and change; __patterns   __ _____________________

NGSS Science Practice: __investigate __analyze/interpret data __collect, communicate information  __ ________________________

This week’s READING: ________________________________________________________________  

Read closely, answer questions with EVIDENCE (CCSSR1); Summarize, identify central idea, supporting ideas (CCSSR2);
Use structure of text to identify ideas, locate information (CCSSR5)  __Integrate information, ideas from different sources (CCSSR7) 
This week’s DEMONSTRATION OR EXPERIMENT: _________________________________________________________________________

	PREVIEW, Model, Interest
	Model and Guide
	Guide and Go Farther
	Assess, Clarify, Advance
	Fix, Expand, Finish Well

	EXPLORE
	EXPERIMENT
	EXAMINE
	EXPLAIN
	EXPAND

	I DO 

WE DO: 
YOU DO

ADVANCED
Check for Understanding

	 I DO 

WE DO: 
YOU DO

ADVANCED
Check for Understanding

	 I DO 

WE DO: 
YOU DO

ADVANCED
Check for Understanding

	Formative Assessment

YOU DO independently
I DO clarify based on assessment.

Check for Understanding:

__use glossary to write 

__Pair/Compare
	 I DO/WE DO

Guide students needing support—

You Do: ADVANCED Students who “meet” move to “exceed” 

CLASS SYNTHESIS:
What did we learn about how to learn science?

What ideas did we learn?




Social Studies Learning Activities and Assessments

Topic: ____________________________   BIG QUESTION: _______________________________________________________________________________
KEY ACADEMIC VOCABULARY (CCRI4) _____________________________________________________________________________________________

This week’s READING: ________________________________________________________________  

Answer questions with EVIDENCE CCSSR1; Infer meanings of words from context CCSSR4; Use structure of text to identify ideas, locate information CCSSRI5;  Integrate ideas and information from different sources (CCSSR7) then write to respond to focus question (CCSSW7)

This week’s WRITING: ________________________________________________________________

	PREVIEW, Model, Interest
	Model and Guide
	Guide and Go Farther
	Assess, Clarify, Advance
	Fix, Expand, Finish Well

	INQUIRE
	INVESTIGATE
	INTERPRET
	INTEGRATE
	INSPIRE

	I DO 

WE DO: 
YOU DO

ADVANCED
Check for Understanding

	I DO 

WE DO: 
YOU DO

ADVANCED
Check for Understanding

	I DO 

WE DO: 
YOU DO

ADVANCED
Check for Understanding

	Formative assessment
YOU DO independently
 I DO clarify based on assessment.

Check for Understanding:


	I DO/WE DO

Guide students needing support—

You Do: ADVANCED Students 

CLASS SYNTHESIS:
What did we learn about reading to learn?

What ideas did we learn?




WRITING Learning Activities and Assessments 
This week’s Focus: ___________________________________________________________________________

Common Core Writing Standard Emphasized: 

__1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

__2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

__3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

__4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

__5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.

__7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

Punctuation feature: _____________    Grammar/Structure to check/improve: _______________________________
	M  Preview, Model, Interest 
	T   Model and Guide
	W   Go Deeper
	Th  Assess and Clarify
	F  Fix and Finish UP

	I DO 

WE DO: 
YOU DO

ADVANCED
Check for Understanding

	I DO 

WE DO: 
YOU DO

ADVANCED
Check for Understanding

	I DO 

WE DO: 
YOU DO

ADVANCED
Check for Understanding

	Formative assessment

students will…

I DO clarify based on response.

ADVANCED: 
	I DO Guides students needing support—

ADVANCED
Synthesis: 
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