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Learn about City Systems    
CCSSR2. Figure out ideas when you read. 
 
1 Thousands of people work in Chicago’s government.  You probably see the mayor on 
television, and you see other government workers in your community.  If you see a police officer or 
a crossing guard, they are government workers.  They are safety workers, and they are part of a 
system that helps everyone in the city.  Thousands of people work every day to keep you safe, make 
sure you have water and other services. 
2 There are other safety workers you don’t see, but they keep you safe.  There are food 
inspectors. They go to restaurants, not to eat but to check for problems.  They make sure the 
restaurant is clean so that customers won’t get sick.  You may have seen a sign on a restaurant that 
it was closed by the health department.  The inspectors have found serious problems.  The 
restaurant will be inspected again before it is allowed to open.  Sometimes a person gets sick 
because of food at a restaurant.  That person usually takes a day to recover.  Some people even have 
to go to the hospital after they get food poisoning. 
3 There are many workers who help run the city’s systems.  One of the systems you don’t see 
is mostly underground.  It is the sewer system.  That system carries the dirty water from homes and 
businesses.  The water goes to a sewage treatment site.  There it is cleaned.  Workers have to make 
sure the sewers are working.  They need to check for leaks.  They may need to replace a part of the 
system.  If you have ever seen a hole in the road and workers digging deep underground you know 
they’re fixing a sewer.  When a sewer breaks it is urgent to fix it.  If they don’t fix it right away, it 
could become a health problem. 
4 There’s another system that involves water.  It is the water system.  People in Chicago have 
very clean water.  The water you drink comes from the lake.  About fifty years ago, it would come 
right from the lake and go into people’s homes.  Pipes carried it to the homes.  People might turn on 
the faucet and get water and a little fish.  Yes, a fish could come into the home from the pipes.  It 
would have traveled from the lake to the home.  Pipes still carry water to the homes, but now it is 
filtered first.  There is a very big filtration plant along the lakeshore.  Water is pumped into the 
plant.  Then it is cleaned. Then it is pumped to homes and businesses through the system of pipes 
under the city.  There are hundreds of miles of pipes that carry the water. 
5 So every day when you get water, cross a street, or go to a restaurant, you’re being helped 
by the government.  The systems that the government runs help people stay safe and healthy.  The 
thousands of people who work for the government all work for you.   
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EXPLAIN WHAT YOU LEARNED 
1. Underline the most important information in each paragraph.   
2. Write a short summary that tells what the passage explains.  Include only the most 
important information.    
 
Start your summary this way: 
 
The main idea of the passage is _________________________________________. 
Here is information that helps you understand that idea.   
 
Then finish the summary.  Include the information that helps explain the main idea. 
 


