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tions and the harm slaves could do to the southern
cause. Reflected one slaveowner, “The ‘faithful slave’
is about played out."

Women and the War

If Emily Harris’s journal reveals that she was some-
times overwhelmed by her responsibilities and
shocked by the changes in dealings with her slaves, it
also illustrates how the war affected women’s lives.
Nineteenth-century ideology promoted women'’s do-
mestic role and minimized their economic impor-
tance. But the war made it impossible for many
women to live according to conventional norms. So
many men on both sides had gone off to fight that,
just like many of their grandmothers during the
American Revolution, women had to find jobs and
carry on farming operations. During the war years,
southern women who had no slaves to help with the
farmwork and northern farm wives who labored
without the assistance of husbands or sons carried
new physical and emotional burdens. For southern
women, who faced shortages and even displace-
ment, sanity sometimes seemed at stake. Emily
Harris felt she was going crazy. Others found their pa-
triotism waning and urged their men to come home.
Women supported the war effort by participating
in numerous war-related activities. In both North
and South, they entered government service in
farge numbers. {n the North, Aundreds of women
became military nurses. Under the supervision of
Drs. Emily and Elizabeth Blackwell; Dorothea Dix,
superintendent of army nurses; and Clara Barton,
northern women nursed the wounded and dying
for low pay or even for none at all. They also at-
rempted to improve hospital conditions by attack-
ing red tape and bureaucracy. The diary of a volun-
teer, Harriet Whetten, revealed the activist attitude
of many others:

['have never seen such a dirty disorganized place as the
Hospital. The neglect of cleanliness is inexcusable. All
sorts of filth, standing water, and the embalming house
near the Hospital. . . . No time had to be lost. Miss Gill
and T set the contrabands at work making beds &
cleaning.

Although men largely staffed southern military
hospitals, Confederate women also cared for the sick
and wounded in their homes and in makeshift hos-
pitals behind the battle lines. Grim though the work
was, many women felt that they were participating
in the real world for the first time in their lives.

Women moved outside the domestic sphere in
other forms of volunteer war work. Some women
gained administrative experience in soldiers’ aid so-
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cieties and in the U.S. Sanitary Commission that
raised $50 million by the war’s end for medical sup-
plies, nurses’ salaries and other wartime necessities.
Others made bandages and clothes, put together
packages for soldiers at the front, and helped army
wives and disabled soldiers find jobs.

Many of the changes women experienced during
war years ended when peace returned. Jobs in in-
dustry and government disappeared when the men
came to reclaim them. Women turned over the op-
eration of farms to returning husbands. But for
women whose men came home maimed or not at
all, the work had not ended. Nor had the discrimi-
nation. Trying to pick up the threads of their former
lives, they found it impossible to forget what they
had done to help the war effort. At least some of
them were sure they had equaled their men in
courage and commitment.




intended for the army rotted awaiting shipment.
Supplies were tied up in bottlenecks and soldiers
went hungry. Food riots in southern cities pointed
1o the hunger, anger, and growing demoralization of
civilians.

[ronically, measures the Confederacy took to
strengthen its ability to win the war, as one Texan
later observed, “weakened and paralyzed it."
Conscription, impressment, and taxes all con-
tributed to resentment and sometimes open resis-
tance. They fueled class tensions already strained by
the poverty war brought to many yeoman farmers
and led some of them to assist the invaders or to
oin the Union army. The proposal to use slaves as
soldiers called into question the war's purpose. The
many southern gavernors who refused to contribute
men, money, and supplies on the scale Davis re-
auested implicitly condoned disloyalty to the cause.

It is natural to compare Lincoln and Davis as war
‘zaders. There is no doubt that Lincoln’s humanity;,
=is awareness of the terrible costs of war, his deter-
mination to save the Union, and his eloquence set
~im apart as one of this country’s most extraordi-
nary presidents. Yet the men’s personal characteris-
ncs were probably less important than the differ-
ences between the political and social systems of
the two regions. Without the support of a party be-
mind him, Davis failed to engender enthusiasm or
wovalty. Even though the Republicans rarely united
2ehind Lincoln, they uniformly wanted to keep the
Democrats from office, Despite all the squabbles,
Hepublicans tended to support Lincoln’s policies in
Congress and back in their home districts.
Commanding considerable resources of patronage,
Zincoln was able to line up federal, state, and local
officials behind his party and administration.

Just as the northern political system provided
Lincoln with more flexibility and support, its social
svstem also proved more able to meet the war's ex-
maordinary demands. Although both societies
adopted innovations in an effort to secure victory,
northerners were more cooperative, disciplined, and
azgressive in meeting the organizational and pro-
Zuction challenges of wartime. In the southern
states, old attitudes, habits, and values impeded the
war effort. Southern governors, wedded to states'
nights, refused to cooperate with the Confederate
. zovernment. North Carolina, the center of the
~ southern textile industry, actually kept back most
aniforms for its own regiments. At the war’s end,
22,000 uniforms and thousands of blankets, shoes,
znd tents still lay in its warehouses. When Sherman
spproached Atlanta, Georgia’s governor would not
umn over the 10,000 men in the state army to
“onfederate commanders. Even slaveholders,
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whose property had been the cause for secession, re-
sisted the impressment of their slaves for war work.

In the end, the Confederacy collapsed, exhausted
and bleeding, Hungry soldiers received letters from
their families revealing desperate situations at
home. They worried and then slipped away. By
December 1864, the Confederate desertion rate had
passed 50 percent. Replacements could not be
found. Farmers hid livestock and produce from tax
collectors. Many southerners felt their cause was
lost and resigned themselves to defeat. But some
fought on till the end. One northerner described
them as they surrendered at Appomattox:

Before us in proud humiliation stood the embodiment
of manhood: men whom neither toils and sufferings,
nor the fact of death, nor disaster, nor hopelessness
could bend from their resolve; standing before us now,
thin, worn, and famished, but erect, and with eyes
laoking level inta ours, waking memories that bound
us together as no other bond.

The Costs of War

The long war was over, but the memories of that
event would fester for years to come. About 3 mil-
lion American men, one-third of all free males be-
tween the ages of 15 and 59, had served in the army.
Each would remember his own personal history of
the war. For George Eagleton, who had worked in
army field hospitals, the history was one of “Death
and destruction! Blood! Blood! Agony! Death!
Gaping flesh wounds, broken bones, amputations,
bullet and bomb fragment extractions.” Of all wars
Americans have fought, none has been more deadly.
The death rate during this war was over five times as
great as the death rate during World War 1I. About
360,000 Union soldiers and another 258,000
Confederate soldiers died, about one-third of them
because their wounds were either improperly
treated or not treated at all. Disease claimed more
lives than combat. Despite the efforts of men like
Eagleton and the women army nurses, hospitals
could not handle the scores of wounded and dying.
“Glory is not for the private soldier, such as die in
the hospitals,” reflected one Tennessee soldier, “be-
ing eat up with the deadly gangrene, and being im-
perfectly waited on.”

Thousands upon thousands of men would be re-
minded of the human costs of war by the injuries
they carried with them to the grave, by the missing
limbs that marked them as Civil War veterans. About
275,000 on each side were maimed. Another 410,000
(195,000 northerners and 215,000 southerners)
would remember wretchedly overcrowded and un-
sanitary prison camps. The lucky ones would recall
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only the dullness and boredom. The worst memory
was of those who rotted in prison camps, such as

_Andersonville in Georgia, where 31,000 Union sol-
diers were confined. At the war’s end, over 12,000
graves were counted there.

Some Americans found it hard to throw off
wartime experiences and adjust to peace. As Arthur
Carpenter’s letters suggest, he gradually grew accus-
tomed to army life. War provided him with a sense
of purpose. When it was over, he felt aimless. A full
year after the war’s end, he wrote, “Camp life agrees
with me better than any other.” Many others had
difficulty returning to civilian routines and finding a
new focus for life. Even those who adjusted success-
fully discovered that they looked at life from a differ-
ent perspective. The experience of fighting, of mix-
ing with all sorts of people from many places, and of
traveling far from home had lifted former soldiers
out of their familiar local world and widened their
vision. Fighting the war made the concept of na-
tional union real.

Unanswered Questions

What, then, had the war accomplished? On the one
hand, death and destruction. Physically, the war
devastated the South. Historians have estimated a
43 percent decline in southern wealth during the
war years, exclusive of the value of slaves. Great
cities like Atlanta, Columbia, and Richmond lay in
ruins. Fields lay weed-choked and uncultivated.
Tools were worn out. One-third or more of the
South’s stock of mules, horses, and swine had disap-
peared. Two-thirds of the railroads had been de-
stroyed. Thousands were hungry, homeless, and bit-
ter about their four years of what now appeared a
useless sacrifice. Over 4 million slaves, a vast finan-
cial investment, were free,

On the other hand, the war had resolved the
question of union and ended the debate over the re-
lationship of the states to the federal government.
During the war, Republicans seized the opportunity
to pass legislation that would foster national union
and economic growth: the Pacific Railroad Act of
1862, which set aside huge tracts of public land to fi-
nance the transcontinental railroad; the Homestead
Act of 1862, which was to provide yeoman farmers
cheaper and easier access to the public domain; the
Morrill Act of 1862, which established support for
agricultural (land-grant) colleges; and the banking
acts of 1863 and 1864.

The war had also resolved the issue of slavery, the
thorny problem that had so long plagued American
life. Yet uncertainties outnumbered certainties. What
would happen to the former slaves? When blacks had
fled to Union lines during the war, commanders had

not known what to do with them. Now the problem
became even more pressing. Were blacks to have the
same civil and political rights as whites? In the Union
army, they had been second-class soldiers. The be-
havior of Union forces toward liberated blacks in the
South showed how deep the stain of racism went.
One white soldier, caught stealing a quilt by a former
slave, shouted, “I'm fighting for $14 a month and the
Union"—not to end slavery. Would blacks be given
land, the means for economic independence? What
wauld be their relations with their former owners?
What, indeed, would be the status of the con-
quered South in the nation? Should it be punished
for the rebellion? Some people thought so. Should
southerners keep their property? Some people
thought not. There were clues to Lincoln’s inten-
tions. As early as December 1863, the president had
announced a generous plan of reconciliation. He
was willing to recognize the government of former
Confederate states established by a group of citizens
equal to 10 percent of those voting in 1860, as long
as the group swore to support the Constitution and
to accept the abolition of slavery. He began to re-
store state governments in three former Confederate

Timeline

1861 Lincoln calls up state militia and suspends
habeas corpus
First Battle of Bull Run
Union blockades the South

1862 Battles at Shiloh, Bult Run, and Antietam
Monitor and Virginia battle
First black regiment authorized by Union
Union issues greenbacks
South institutes military draft
Pacific Railroad Act
Homestead Act
Morrill Land-Grant College Act

1863 Lincoln issues Emancipation Proclamation
Congress adopts military draft
Battles of Getrysburg and Vicksburg
Union Banking Act
Southern tax laws and impressment act
New York draft riots
Southern food riots

1864 Sherman's march through Georgia
Lincoln reelected
Union Banking Act

1865 Lee surrenders at Apporattox
Lincoln assassinated; Andrew Johnson becomes
president
Cangress passes Thirteenth Amendment,
abolishing slavery




. states on that basis. But not all northerners agreed
with his leniency, and the debate continued.

In his 1865 inaugural address, Lincoln urged
~ Americans to harbor “malice towards none . .. and
- charity for all.” “Let us strive,” he urged, “to finish the
- work we are in; to bind up the nation’s wounds . . .
0 do all which may achieve a just and lasting
peace.” Privately, the president said the same thing.
- Generosity and goodwill would pave the way for
reconciliation. On April 14, he pressed the point
- Bome to his cabinet. His wish was to avoid persecu-
- ton and bloodshed. That same evening, only five
. days after the surrender at Appomattox, the presi-

L+ Conclusion

| AN UNCERTAIN FUTURE

== the war ended, many Americans grieved for the
~=an whose decisions had so marked their lives for
- Sve vears. “Strong men have wept tonight & the na-
Sen will mourn tomorrow,” wrote one eyewitness to
e assassination. Many more wept for friends and
~m=ations who had not survived the war, but whose
“sctions had in one way or another contributed to its
sicome. The lucky ones, like Arthur Carpenter and
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dent attended a play at Ford’s Theatre. There, as one
horrified eyewitness reported,

a pistol was heard and a man . . . dressed in a black suit
of clothes leaped onto the stage apparently from the
President’s box. He held in his right hand a dagger
whose blade appeared about 10 inches long. . .. Every
one leaped to his feet, and the cry of “the President is
assassinated” was heard—Getting where 1 could see
into the President’s box, I saw Mrs. Lincoln . . . in ap-
parent anguish.

John Wilkes Booth, a southern sympathizer, had
killed the president.

George and Ethie Eagleton, now faced the necessity
of putting their lives back together and moving for-
ward into an uncertain future. Perhaps not all
Americans realized how drastically the war had al-
tered their lives, their prospects, their nation. It was
only as time passed that the war's impact became
clear to them. And it was only with time that they
recognized how many problems the war had left un-
solved. It is to these years of Reconstruction that we
turn next.




