Read Skillfully

Fable: The Tortoise and the Hare

The Hare was once boasting of his speed before the other
animals. "I have never yet been beaten,” said he, "when I put
forth my full speed. I challenge any one here to race with me. I
am the best.”
The Tortoise said quietly, "I accept your challenge. I am tired
of your bragging. I am confident that I can beat you.”
“That is a good joke," said the Hare; "I could dance around
you all the way. You will never be able to speed past me. You will
not get the victory."
“Keep your boasting till you've beaten me,” answered the
Tortoise. "Shall we race? I know that I can defeat you.”
So a course was fixed and a start was made. The Hare
darted almost out of sight at once, but soon stopped and,
believing that the Tortoise could never catch him, lay down by
the wayside to have a nap. The Tortoise never for a moment
stopped, but went on with a slow but steady pace straight to the
end of the course.
When the Hare awoke from his nap, he saw the Tortoise just
near the wining-post. The Hare ran as fast as he could, but it
was too late. He saw the Tortoise had reached the goal. He was
very surprised. He had never lost a race before.
CCSS Anchor Reading Standard 1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make
logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support
conclusions drawn from the text.

1. Sequence: Which event happened first? Which happened last?
2. Character Traits: Name one character. What is one trait you infer that character has?

Explain why you think that.
3. Motive: What is something that person does? Why do you think that person does that?
4. Summarize: Summarize the story in four sentences. Tell about the characters and

what they do.
5. Main Idea: What do you think is the main idea of the story? Why?
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