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This Land is Your Land by Woody Guthrie 
The lyrics below are in the public domain. 
 

This land is your land, this land is my land 
From California to the New York Island 
From the Redwood Forest to the Gulf Stream waters 
This land was made for you and me. 
 
As I went walking that ribbon of highway 
I saw above me that endless skyway 
I saw below me that golden valley 
This land was made for you and me. 
 
I roamed and I rambled and I followed my footsteps 
To the sparkling sands of her diamond deserts 
While all around me a voice was sounding 
This land was made for you and me. 
 
When the sun came shining, and I was strolling 
And the wheat fields waving and the dust clouds rolling 
A voice was chanting, As the fog was lifting, 
This land was made for you and me. 
 
This land is your land, this land is my land 
From California to the New York Island 
From the Redwood Forest to the Gulf Stream waters 
This land was made for you and me. 

 
Common Core Anchor Reading Standard 1.  Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and 
to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 
conclusions drawn from the text. 
 
 What is the message of this song? 

 
 
 
 What parts of the song support that theme? 

 
 
 
 Add another section to the song.  Continue to support the theme. 
 
 
 
 
EXCEED: After students analyze this text, they can write their own, using some of the 
same techniques to create a persuasive song. 


