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Valley Forge 
CCSSR1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific 
textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.  
CCSSR2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key 
supporting details and ideas. 
 
 The United States today has been a country for more than 200 
years, but in 1777 many people did not think it would become a country.  
George Washington was a great leader who was leading the army.  The 
army was fighting for independence.  
 That winter was a time of challenge.  George Washington and his 
army were living in a camp at Valley Forge.  That was a good location.  It 
was near trees so they could get wood to make fires to keep warm, and 
they could see far from a hill.  That way, they could see if the other army 
was coming to fight them.  
 That other army was the British.  They had many more guns and 
supplies than Washington’s army.  Washington’s army had little food.  
They had some blankets, but many of the solders did not even have 
shoes or coats.   
 George Washington kept encouraging the soldiers.  He told them to 
be brave, that they were fighting for freedom.  Some days it was so cold 
and snowy he himself worried.  But he did not tell the soldiers that.  He 
was very brave.   
 The soldiers were not well trained.  Many had been farmers before, 
so they did not know much about fighting.  Washington used the time at 
Valley Forge to train them.  He got help.   
 A soldier from Germany came to Valley Forge.  He was named von 
Steuben, and he wanted to help.  He organized a group of 120 leaders 
and showed them how to fight well.  He showed the soldiers how to fight 
with guns.  He showed them how to win a battle with the British.  They 
trained other soldiers.  Soon, the army was much better prepared. 
 When spring came, some soldiers had died.  The others were ready 
to fight.  They fought for their freedom.  George Washington led them to 
win the war.  And the soldier who helped them, von Steuben, helped, 
them to that victory.   
 Today, Americans remember von Steuben with statues in many 
places.  In Chicago, there is a high school named after that brave soldier. 
 
 
Support the Main Idea 
What is the main idea of this passage? 
 
Underline five sentences in the passage that support that idea. 


