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	Spring is sooner recognized by plants than humans.
(China) 


	COMING EVENTS


	IMPORTANT DATES




[image: image1.wmf]
	How to Increase Your Child's Reading Success

This activity will increase reading, vocabulary, and writing.

Choose something your child likes, such as sports, music, or animals.

Choose television programs that are about that topic.  Watch them with your

child and make up a list of facts your child learns as you watch.   Make a word list,

too.  List the words that are important from the TV programs.

Next step: get a book or magazine about the topic.  Read with your child.  Add more facts to the

List.  Add more words to the word list, too. Your child can make a glossary, a list of key words and what they mean.  Your child also can make a word list that tell about the topic and start with letters from the name.  For example, BASEBALL, B is for Ball, A is for Athlete, S is for Shortstop.    Then help your child write about the topic using facts from the list and words from the word list.




	Community Resources
The Chicago Police Department has organized CAPS, a community policing program that works to make the communities safe places to live and work. You can join CAPS by calling 312-747-9987.
	
	Chicago Resources
Spring break is a great time to visit some of the facilities at The Chicago Park District. The Nature Oasis is one of the many programs of the Chicago Park District.  

For information on the Nature Oasis, you can call

312-742-7529. 

You can also visit the Chicago Park District’s website for a listing of other events during the month of March: http://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com 


Making Math Progress
	Math that Grows
	A Math-Science Project

	Spring is a great time to learn about weather and plants.  Start by making a weather chart.  You can make a bar graph showing temperatures each day.  You can make another graph showing rain.

Then use math to measure and track your plants.

First, plant some seeds.  You can use seeds you buy or seeds you get from oranges, limes, grapefruit, or lemons.  If you use seeds from those fruits, soak them overnight in water.  Then put them in soil.  
	Keep the pots in a place where the sunlight can reach them.   Keep the soil moist but not wet.   Keep track of how many seeds you plant.  You could put a plain toothpick where you plant each seed.    

Then keep track of what happens.  

How many plants start to grow?  

How many days does it take?  

How high do the plants grow each week?

If you plant lemons, limes, and oranges, you can compare them: 

Which starts to grow sooner?

Which grows faster?   


	Health and Safety Reminders



	Spring brings warmer days.  But it can be a season when allergies and asthma cause problems. You can get information about health at many Chicago organizations.  Here are a few.

Asthma Learning Center, 836 West Wellington,

(773) 296-7012. 

You also can help your child build reading skills and learn more about asthma, allergies, 
	and other health problems.  Start by getting pamphlets about health.  Then read aloud and talk about what they say.  

Help your child list important health facts.  Then make your own family health booklet.  Your child will know more about health and how to read and write if you make your own family health guide.  


	Volunteer Opportunities
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More Resources: http://teacher.depaul.edu


