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 George Washington Carver lived from 1864 to 1943.   When he was 
young, Carver enjoyed art, but he couldn't afford paint. Instead, he used 
blackberry juice. He used the hair from a horse's tail as his paintbrush. He 
studied art when he was in college, but he also studied plant life.  
 
 It's a good thing that he did. He spent much of his life helping people 
by showing them better ways to farm. His brilliant ideas have improved the 
lives of farmers in many countries around the world.  He was an 
agricultural pioneer.  He was the first person to figure out some better ways 
to farm.   
 
 Booker T. Washington was a very important and famous African-
American educator. He invited Carver to teach at Tuskegee Institute, a 
college in Alabama. Carver was in charge of farming research. He would 
learn new things about farming.  He would share what he learned through 
his study.  He would be able to write and teach about his insights into 
botany. 
  
 He taught students how to farm. He also worked with southern 
farmers on their land. In the southern part of the United States, most 
farmers had grown cotton for so many years that the soil had worn out. 
Carver showed them how to improve the land.  
 
 Carver said the farmers should plant peanuts. Peanuts would enrich 
the soil. Farmers asked who would buy so many peanuts if they planted 
them. Carver answered by finding more than 300 new ways to use peanuts. 
Farmers could feed the vines to farm animals. They could use the hulls for 
fertilizer. Carver even found a way to make paper from the peanut shells. He 
also found new ways to use soybeans and sweet potatoes.  
 
 When Carver died, he left his money to help people to keep working on 
farm research. Today, people from many countries come to the George 
Washington Carver Foundation at the Tuskegee Institute. There they learn 
better ways of farming. The ideas he taught are still important.  He has left a 
great legacy. 
 
 
 
 
 



Infer Meaning of Word from Context - Nonfiction  
Questions developed for Chicago Public Schools by CUE, 2009. 
 
Choose the best answer for each question. 
1.  What does afford mean in the passage? 
 
a. He did not have much money. 
 
b. He wanted to paint. 
 
c. He needed paint. 
 
d.  He invented. 

 2. What does agricultural mean in the 
passage? 
 
a.  people 
 
b. teaching 
 
c. farming 
 
d. peanuts 

3. What does brilliant mean in the passage? 
 
a. teaching 
 
b. ideas 
 
c. smart 
 
d. different 

 4. What does research mean in the passage? 
 
a. teaching 
 
b. discovering 
 
c. sharing 
 
d. agriculture 

 
5.  Write your own answer to this question. What does insights mean in the passage? 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
TEACHER NOTES: Develop Students’ Skills: Exercise Thinking 
These questions have not been validated, so decisions about student’s achievement should not be made 
based on their responses.  They are intended to exercise skills.  Recommended activities include: students 
work in pairs to choose the best response; give students the questions without the responses so they 
generate their own answers; students make up additional questions; students make up questions like these 
for another passage.  
 
Answers: You can remove this answer key and then give it to students and ask them  
to figure out the basis for the correct response. 
 
Item 1 2 3 4 
Answer a c c b 
 
Question 5 is open-ended.  Here is a suggested response. 
Insight means ideas someone gets from learning. 


