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 Mapmakers use symbols to represent information about areas.   A mapmaker uses lines to 
communicate.  Those lines may represent streets; they could stand for borders.  A border divides two 
places, and it is a division in the real world that mapmakers represent with lines.   On a map of the 
United States you see lines marking the boundaries of the states.   Usually they are black lines that 
show historic divisions set up long ago.  There have been battles about borders in history; territory 
has been something that countries have fought about throughout history. 
  Mapmakers use color as symbols.  They use blue to show water, and other colors, too.  A relief 
map shows elevation and the shape of terrain with colors.  Mapmakers use pictures as symbols—those 
pictures are called icons.  They, the colors, and the lines are all symbolic representations of something 
that is real.  The mapmaker may put a picture of an airplane to show an airport, or a train to represent 
a train station. The mapmaker is like an artist.  The map illuminates the place the mapmaker shows. 
  An artist communicates about places with colors and lines just as a mapmaker does.  Many 
artists use symbols to help people understand places.  A painter may put a dark cloud in a painting.  
That dark cloud stands for a problem. A painter may use color as a symbol, such as yellow to show 
happiness or gold to show a person is rich.  The painter may put a rainbow in a painting, not just to 
have the colors but as a symbol.  It shows that the storm is over, that there is calm and probably a 
better time.  It is an image that has been part of art for centuries.   
  There are some maps that are art, they represent places and are special maps.  They’re not used 
to find locations but to appreciate places.  Artists make them.  About 100 years ago an artist made a 
bedcover.  It was made for people to use.  It was special.  It was not like most bedcovers.  The artist 
sewed it as a big map.  It showed the United States.  The artist used black thread to show borders and 
brown thread to show routes.  Routes are ways people travel between places–for example, you have a 
route you take to school.  The bedcover map showed routes people travel across the United States.   
  There is another cloth map called Map of the Middle West. This textile shows some states.  It 
uses blue to show water and black to show borders.  It uses icons to show special features of different 
states.  It has a corn plant on Illinois, which is a state with much agriculture.   That plant is a symbol.  It 
shows that corn is important.  It has other symbols.  It shows many things.  It was not designed as a 
teaching tool, but it does illuminate our country. 
  When you paint a picture, you can use symbols to communicate ideas, and you can use colors to 
show feelings.  One common symbol in art is the use of a dove, and while it is a bird, it really is 
included in the painting to communicate an idea.  It represents peace.    You could paint a rainbow to 
show happiness or a big sun to communicate joy. 
  You could create a pictorial map of the United States.  You could use color to show climate, 
shading states with cold climates gray and shading warm states red.  People could learn from your 
map about American environments.  You could add more symbols.  You could show many facts with 
pictures. And you could show facets of this country.  You could show the kinds of resources we have.  
You could show the ways people use the land.   It would be a map.  And it would be art, too.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Infer Meaning of Word from Context – Nonfiction 
Questions developed for Chicago Public Schools by CUE, 2009.   

Choose the best answer for each question. 
1. What does facet mean in the passage? 
 
a. art 
 
b. part 
 
c. symbol 
 
d. map 

 2. What does historic divisions mean in the 
passage? 
 
a. state boundaries 
 
b. old maps 
 
c. black lines 
 
d. geography 

3.  What does textile mean in the passage? 
 
a. work of art 
 
b. colorful map 
 
c. cloth art 
 
d. symbolic art 

 4. What does illuminate mean in the passage? 
 
a. picture 
 
b. symbol 
 
c. show 
 
d. explain 

 
5.  Write your own answer to this question. What does image mean in the passage? 
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TEACHER NOTES: Develop Students’ Skills: Exercise Thinking 
These questions have not been validated, so decisions about student’s achievement should not be made 
based on their responses.  They are intended to exercise skills.  Recommended activities include: students 
work in pairs to choose the best response; give students the questions without the responses so they 
generate their own answers; students make up additional questions; students make up questions like these 
for another passage.  
 
Answers: You can remove this answer key and then give it to students and ask them  
to figure out the basis for the correct response. 
 
Item 1 2 3 4 
Answer b a c d 
 
Question 5 is open-ended.  Here is a suggested response. 
Image means a visual symbol. 


