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Jane had two children to raise. She had to buy clothes and pay the rent. She had a lot of bills.
She worked hard to get money to pay all the bills.

Jane was a waitress. She worked every day. Even when she was tired, she went to work. She
needed to earn the money.

After people ate, they would pay the cashier. The restaurant got that money. The manager
used it to pay the costs. The manager paid the waitresses a salary. That is money that someone earns
by doing a job. Jane’s salary was $600 a week.

Jane counted on tips to help her get enough money every week. Customers paid the waitresses
extra. That extra money is called a tip. It is a way of thanking the waitress for a good job. Jane did a
great job. She was friendly. She was patient. If a customer did not like the food, she would take it back
to the kitchen and get them a different meal.

One night, after Jane had served dinner to a family, they left a big tip. She saw it on the table. It
was $20. Jane was taking care of another family. She turned to help them at their table. When she
turned back, the money was gone. There was no tip.

She looked around the restaurant. She saw that a woman at another table was staring at her.
She had not ordered food. She was looking at the menu. Jane went to ask her what food she wanted.
She ordered just a sandwich. She ate it. She did not leave a tip.

Jane wondered if this woman had taken the $20. She asked the cashier, “Did that woman pay
with a $20 bill?” The cashier said, “Yes, she did.” Jane was sure the woman had stolen her money. But
she could not prove it.

The next night, the same woman came into the restaurant. She gave Jane $50. She said, “I was
so sorry I took your money last night. I had a bad day. Someone stole my wallet. So [ was angry. So |
took your money. But that was not right. People should help each other. They should share good
things. Not bad things. So [ want you to take the money.”

Jane said she knew how it feels to need money. And she was sorry the woman lost her money.
She said, I'll take the $20 but you keep the rest. I know you need it.

The manager said, “You should have called the police.”

Jane said, “No. We should forgive when someone apologizes and wants to make it right. We
should try to help each other.”
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Choose the best answer for each question

1. Why did the woman stare at Jane? 2. Why didn’t Jane take the $50?

a. She thought she knew her. a. She wanted to help the woman.

b. She had stolen the money. b. She did not need it.

c. She was angry. c. She was angry.

d. She was hungry. d. She thought the woman was sad.
3. Why didn’t Jane call the police? 4. Why did Jane forgive the woman?
a. She could not prove it. a. She got her money back.

b. She did not want to punish her. b. She cares about other people.

c. She was afraid of the trouble. c. She has lots of money.

d. She wanted to forget. d. She apologized.

5. Write your own answer to this question. Why did the woman steal the money?

TEACHER NOTES: Develop Students’ Skills: Exercise Thinking

These questions have not been validated, so decisions about student’s achievement should not be made
based on their responses. They are intended to exercise skills. Recommended activities include: students
work in pairs to choose the best response; give students the questions without the responses so they
generate their own answers; students make up additional questions; students make up questions like these
for another passage.

Answers: You can remove this answer key and then give it to students and ask them
to figure out the basis for the correct response.

Iltem 1 2 3 4
Answer | b a b b

Question 5 is open-ended. Here is a suggested response.
The woman was angry about having her money stolen. Or, she did not have enough money.




