
Focus       Think Clearly       Make Progress   
 

 

Polk Bros. Foundation Center for Urban Education   http://teacher.depaul.edu   Strategic Thinkers © 2008 

How to Summarize a Non-Fiction Passage 
CCSSR1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific 
textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.  
 
This Graphic Organizer can be used to assess if completed independently, or as a learning guide. 
 
Topic: ____________________________________________________   
 
List ten words that are important to understanding it. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
What are the two or three most important points you find in your reading? 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Write a one-paragraph summary.  Include the main points.  
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 


