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Plan a Multi-Week Unit with Chicago History Museum Connections

Focusing Question or Theme:
Chicago Literacy Initiative: Students will expand Vocabulary (CCSSR4), apply reading strategies (CCSSR2), and
develop content area reading/writing competencies (CCSSR2; CCSSRY7)

Vocabulary to Develop Word knowledge strategies
Classify by structure

Identify synonyms

Infer from context

lllustrate terms

Make word web linking words
Use terms in writing

Exhibits to See/Website Reading strategies

Sections to Use Locate information, list or chart

Make notes/draw pictures of what's important
Make inference diagrams—what caused what?
Infer how people lived

Infer what people might have said

Evaluate which objects were important
Materials to Read Reading strategies

List, classify information

Make time —line

lllustrate the history

Write questions that other students answer
Paraphrase what you read

Add dialogue to the history book

Writing Formats

letter, diary, dialogue/play, poem, paragraph, essay,
news report, debate

Skills

Pre-writing—organize to respond to a question or explain
a topic or idea

Writing: Maintain focus, provide support based on what
you learned at the museum and from books and your own
experience

Content Concepts to Develop | Content learning skills

Locate information

Classify information

Map an area

Compare situations

Contrast situations

Sequence events

Evaluate information

Summarize a topic

Synthesize information
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Example: Unit Plan with Chicago History Museum Field Trip

Content Standard:

Reinforced language arts standards: CCSSR4: vocabulary in context; CCSSR2: strategic reading;
CCSSR2; CCSSRY: read to learn; CCSSW4: write to communicate

Focus:
M T W T F
This week’s topic | Preview unit, | Read Students Students Students
start visual aloud, collect and |write about | Illustrate and
glossary. students classify this week’s |read their
Vocabulary illustrate information | topic. writing with
what they expression.
hear.
Word Knowledge | COmPrehension | Comprehension | Writing Fluency
This week’s topic | Preview Chicago Organize | Write about | Illustrate,
Museum field | Historical information | what you Write
trip—use Field Trip. |from the learned. captions.
Vocabulary CHS website. trip and Make
Demonstrate prior glossary.
“reading” knowledge. Writing _
objects Comprehension | Comprehension | Writing \(/Zvcz)porehensmn
Knowledhicagog
Comprehension e
This week’s topic | Read aloud, | Students Students Students Students
students collect and | make “web” | write and read their
listen and classify of illustrate writing with
Vocabulary illustrate information. | information |what they |partners
words and to support | learned. who
facts. idea. illustrate
what they
Word Knowledge | Comprehension | Comprehension | Comprehension | hear.

Comprehension
Fluency

This week’s Topic | Plan class Construct | Make Open Turn exhibit

exhibit. exhibit. labels for exhibit, into “Big

exhibit. guide Book” with
Vocabulary Add visitors glossary.

information
from books. | Communication | Word Knowledge

Writing Writing
Comprehension

Unit Assessment __ Make presentation ____Write a booklet ____Make an exhibit

Write and illustrate a guide

CRICAGO

(EY CONNECTIONS
""".L‘-)-:-" i

A Polk Bros. Foundation Teacher Leadership Program
DePaul Center for Urban Education ©2006 http://teacher.depaul.edu




chunk It CJ Choose Varied Activities J Keep It Clear Eﬁ Check the Learning v Sequence for Success oo/

Example: A Unit on Change
Competencies: Can apply the skills of historical analysis and
interpretation. Can understand social history. Can understand the
roles and interactions of individuals and groups in society. Reinforced

language arts standards: CCSSR4: vocabulary in context; CCSSR2: strategic
reading; CCSSR2, CCSSR7: read to learn; CCSSW4: write to communicate

Focus: Chicago History—Choices and Changes

M T w T F
This week’s topic Preview unit, | Read Collect and | Write about | lllustrate and
Chicago Choices start visual aloud, classify Chicago read your
Vocabular glossary. illustrate information | decision- writing with
hi decisi y what you | from makers— expression.
IStOI‘y, ecision . hear reading choices Fluency
values, leaders, heritage | yqq Knowledge | Comprehension | Comprehension ma(z[le in the
pas
Writing
This week’s topic | Preview Visit Qrganizg Write about Illugtrate,
Chicago History: Museum Chicago information | what you Write
' Field Trip— | History from the learned captions
Problem Solvers p Museum (or : p .
and/or : 'AP | trip and Make
Vocabulary introduce its website if r?or Writing lossar
challenge, inference, bsite: it is during E ed \g/]Vriting Y.
problem, obstacle V'\\/lle dSIIte ) | renovation). an(z\lé\r/eﬁer%]j).n Comprehension
0 e visua Identify Word Knowledge
learning obstacles,
Comprehension choices. and
infer
changes
Comprehension
This week’s topic | Read aloud, | Students Students Students Students read
. students listen | collect and | make write and their writing
The Chicago Challenge
aﬁd illustrate | classify timeline of | illustrate Wirt]h ﬁlart?e;s
changes in information | choices what the who flustrate
Vocabulary Chicago ; book d | d Y | what they
decade, era, relate history rom DOOKS. | an earned. hear.
Word Knowledge changes. . . Comprehension
Comprehension | Comprehension Fluency
Comprehension
This week’s Topic | Plan class Construct | Make Open Turn exhibit
Chicago's Future exhibit. exhibit labels for | exhibit, into “Big
L”te_er'/e‘;‘;] about exhibit. guide Book” with
amily/others | chjcago Add visitors lossary.
visionvgz?grurﬁilrr])étion about tr}eir past, ’ information ’ '
) \(/:Iﬁligggoo’s present, from Communication | Word Knowledge
future. future. research.
Writing
Writing Comprehension

Unit Assessment

Write a booklet

Make an exhibit
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Example: Unit Plan on Chicago Pioneers—Women'’s History

Content Standard: analyze historical development of communities
Reinforced language arts standards: CCSSR4: vocabulary in context; CCSSR2: strategic

reading; CCSSR2, CCSSR7: read to learn; CCSSW4: write to communicate

Focus: Women’s Role in Pioneer Life

M T W T F
This week’s topic | Preview unit, | Preview field trip to | Organize Write about
Pioneer Life start visual museum Pioneer information | what you
Vocabulary glossary. field trip (or | Life e_xhlblt fr_om the Iearne_d.
challenge, pioneer website) at. Chicago trlp and Read it
work tool’s ' Model History prior aloud.
' visual Museum. knowledge:
learning (Or use what jobs \é\llﬂggg
Word Knowledge | website did women y
Comprehension | resources.) |do?
Comprehension | Comprehension
This week’s topic Read aloud, |Students Students Students Students
Women'’s Work students collect and | make “web” | write and read their
Vocabulary !lsten and plassﬁy _ pf . illustrate writing with
resource. handmade illustrate information. | information |what they | partners
agricultur’e rural " |words and to support learned. yvho
problems ' ' facts. idea. illustrate
what they
Word Knowledge | Comprehension | Comprehension | Comprehension | hear.

Comprehension
Fluency

This week’s Topic
Contrast: Then/Now

Vocabulary
century, change,
progress

Plan class
exhibit on
how the work
of women
today is
different from
pioneer days.

Writing

Read and
interview
people to
get
information
for the
exhibit.

Comprehension

Make/find
pictures;
add labels
for exhibit.
Add
information
from books.

Comprehension

Prepare
demonstra-
tions and
dialogues
like those
at the
Chicago
History
Museum

Communication

Open
exhibit;
provide
demonstra-
tions.

Word Knowledge

Unit Assessment

Make presentation

Make an exhibit
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