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Name: ____________________________________________________             Number: ________ Date: ______________ 

Chicago History Unit - Week 3 Assessment 

This week we have explored the development of Chicago. We learned more about WHO developed Chicago and HOW it 

was developed. One event that affected Chicago’s development was the fire of 1871. Read the article “After the Fire” and 

answer the questions that follow. 

 

PART I - SEQUENCE 

Create a timeline that shows what happened (KEY EVENTS). This timeline does not need dates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PART II - INFER 

Paragraph 6 says, “Even though they lost their homes in the fire, many families stayed in Chicago and rebuilt their houses”. 

Make an inference about WHY many families chose to stay in Chicago and rebuild their homes. 

INFERENCE 

Families probably stayed in Chicago to rebuild their houses 

because… 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

EXPLAIN 

I think this because… 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________ 
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PART III - WRITE 

Imagine that YOU are a child in 1871. A huge fire has burned down your family’s home along with hundreds of other homes 

and businesses. What new challenges are you facing? What choices do you have? Describe with specific details. 

Write a journal (diary) entry from the perspective of a child whose home burned down in the Great Chicago Fire of 1871.  

 

______________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________ 

PART III - REFLECT 

What is the BIG IDEA that you learned from this history? 

a) The fire changed Chicago? 

b) People’s choices changed Chicago 

 

Explain your thinking: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


