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Chicago Literacy Lesson Plan 
Goals 
 
 
 
Learn Ideas 
 
 
 
 
Expand 
Abilities—
how to use 
information 
to 
understand 
ideas   
 

EXPAND KNOWLEDGE 
 
Learn more about: Chicago. 
 
What is the BIG QUESTION that will guide learning? 
What is important to Chicago progress? 
 
Important Words: 
progress   city   urban    plan    challenge   choice   change 
 
 
 

Read 
1A, B, C 
 
 

EXPAND ABILITIES: What will students… 
 
READ/HEAR: Poem: City of the Big Shoulders 
                       History:  DuSable, Burnham, Addams 
 
SEE: photos of Chicago in the past (Chicago History Museum website) 
 

Organize 
1B, 5A 

EXPAND ABILITIES: How will students clarify what they learn? 
 
Make a      list    problems Dusable, Burnham, Addams solved 
                  chart of what is and what I think should be 
 

Write/ 
ILLUSTRATE 
3B 

EXPAND ABILITIES: How will students communicate what they learn?  
 
WRITE                                              DRAW 
__ sentences                               picture of Chicago as it was 
__ paragraph                               picture change I want for Chicago 
_X_ letter to the mayor 
_X_ poem 
__ __________________ 
 

 
How will students share what they learned: 
 
with parents: interview parents—what changes do you want in Chicago 
 
with other students: present their work to another class 


