Read Skillfully

Making a Difference
When I was in 7th grade last year, we had a special project. We were getting
people to register to vote. I learned that it was so easy to register. I did not
understand why more people did not register. It is a very important part of being an
American. We learned in social studies that some countries do not allow people to
vote. We learned that in US history at some times people have not been allowed to
vote. Now everyone who is 18 can vote.
Our class decided to make a change in our community. So we made a plan
to get people registered. We started with our own families. The school set up a
voter registration day. It was part of the school’s open house. So many people
would be there. We made sure our parents were there and registered. We asked
people why they had not registered before. Most people said they did not care
much about it.
My brother was 18. He was going to high school. I asked him if he was
registered. The answer was no. I told him how important it was and that he could
come to the Open House. He said he would do better than that. I did not know
what he meant.
My brother surprised me. He called the registrar’s office. He was calling to
find out where he could register. But he learned more. He found out he could be a
volunteer registrar. He would have to go to a training session. Then he would be
able to help others get registered. So he went downtown. He registered as a voter.
Then he took the training.
My brother talked with his high school social studies teacher. He said he
wanted to help other students get registered. If you are 18, you can register to vote,
but many 18-year-olds don’t register. It could be that they don’t know they can
register.
The teacher set up a voter registration table in the lunchroom. My brother
sat there every day for a week. When students came in, if they were 18 they could
go to register at his table. At the end of the week, 108 students had registered. My
brother had done all that himself.

CCSSR1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific
textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

These are questions you can ask and answer about any story. Write your answers on another
page.
1. Sequence: Which event happened first? Which happened last?
2. Character Traits: Name one character. What is one trait you infer that character has? Explain
why you think that.
3. Motive: What is something that person does? Why do you think that person does that?
4. Summarize: Summarize the story in four sentences. Tell about the characters and what they
do.
5. Main Idea: What do you think is the main idea of the story?
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