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Plan Comprehensively for Parent Involvement--EXAMPLE
	1st quarter
	2nd quarter
	3rd quarter
	4th quarter

	> Weekly home notes—written by students (ongoing)

> Open House

> Workshops (ongoing)

> Family Literacy Fair

> Newsletters (ongoing)
	> Family Art Fair

> Parent computer network 
> 7th and 8th grade parents: High School Prep
> Parent book club


	> Family Math Games

> Health Forum/Fair
> Student-led parent programs
	> High School Prep sessions—parents and students

> Volunteer 

    Recognition


OUR PLAN

	1st Quarter
	

	2nd Quarter
	

	3rd Quarter
	

	4th Quarter
	


Expand Parent Involvement

Parents XE "Parents"  can help make great use of out-of-school time to reinforce learning.

This list includes some effective parent involvement XE "Parent Involvement"  plans.

· Once-a-month parent “open house” for specific programs or departments.

· Send home a list of vocabulary of the month for parents to reinforce.

· Give students career-related math activities to do with parents.

· Make a parent preview, listing topics, skills, and activities of the quarter.

· Call one parent each day to discuss one student’s progress.

· Students write to their parents each week, telling them what they are learning.

· Make a schedule for home activities that can be done regularly based on what your 

     class is studying.

· School provides technology classes for parents—and expand other opportunities for technology access and learning.

· The school coordinates with agencies to organize health and nutrition workshops for parents.

· School organizes a grandparent and foster parent “network” including workshops and meetings. 

Note your own parent involvement XE "Parent Involvement"  plans here:

Communicate to Connect

What is important to make school-home communications progressive?

1. Positive tone

2. Respectful 

3. Concise

4. Clear

5. Includes contact information

6.  _______________________________________________________

7. _______________________________________________________

8. _______________________________________________________

9. _______________________________________________________

10.  _______________________________________________________

What kinds of communication will you use? 

__weekly phone calls by ______________________________

__student-written notes to parents


__parent newsletter

__LSC and/or PAC Updates

__updates on what students are learning and how parents can support 

__Emails including link(s) to relevant websites

__ _________________________________________________________

__ _________________________________________________________

__ _________________________________________________________


Communicate What’s Important

What kinds of information are most important to parents? 

To answer this question, start with your own ideas.



Then ask parents—and students.

Parent Workshop Planner

Focus: ______________________________________________________________

Date and Time:__________________________________________________

Who will present? __________________________________________________
Who will facilitate? __________________________________________________

Outcomes—What will the workshop result in?

Who will be invited? 

How will we invite parents?
How we will remind participants about the workshop:
Materials: What will they receive?

Activities: What will participants do?

Follow up: How we will follow up on the session

Parent Literacy Workshop Plan--EXAMPLE
Focus: Reading More Nonfiction
Date and Time:__________________________________________________

Who will present? Teacher, Students, Network Literacy Specialist
Who will facilitate? Principal
Outcomes—What will the workshop result in?

Increased knowledge about Common Core and what it requires

Strategies to help their child read more nonfiction
Who will be invited? 

All parents

How will we invite parents?
Announcement in school newsletter

Special announcements

Student-written invitations

How we will remind participants about the workshop

Phone calls by parent leaders and teachers

Students write reminders—personal notes

Materials: What will they receive?

List of questions to ask when your child reads 

List of TV programs that would give students more background knowledge in science and social studies

List of internet sites to help expand student knowledge including online texts

Activities: What will participants do?

Have a “mini lesson” from a teacher on a common core aligned reading activity

Identify ways they can increase the time their child watches educational TV and reports learning from it

Start a glossary activity that their child will continue

Follow up: How we will follow up on the session

Weekly reminders students write and take home about learning from nonfiction

Monthly list of recommended TV programs

Invitation to next workshop on math and science

Upper Grade Parent Workshop Plan--EXAMPLE
Focus: High School Prep

Date and Time:__________________________________________________

Who will present? Principal, 8th grade Teacher, 
High School Graduates from School
Who will facilitate? Principal

Outcomes—What will the workshop result in?

Parents will have strategies they can use to guide their children to learn more.

Parents will know more about what is required to succeed in high school.

Parents will make specific plans to motivate their child—including getting their child to learn more. 

Who will be invited?

Parents of students in grades 6-8

How will we invite parents?
Letter from principal 

Letter students write

Phone calls by teachers

How we will remind participants about the workshop

Students prepare announcement personalized

Text messages

Materials: What will they receive?
List of ways to help your child study

Samples of EXPLORE items so they see what the test is like

Schedule of CPS Tests
Vocabulary list—high school prep vocabulary
List of Internet sites students can use to learn more
Activities: What will participants do?
List ways to motivate their child to succeed in school

Make schedule of home learning

Watch a segment of an educational TV program and discuss how to get their child to watch more  educational TV—and learn from it.

Use the Computer Lab to go on the Internet and see skills-development sites

Make a “virtual visit” to a college and make a plan to have their child become college and career focused.

Follow up: How we will follow up on the session
Students interview parents about what they gained from the session.

Send home once-a-month updates on high school prep.
High School Parent Workshop Plan--EXAMPLE
Focus: COLLEGE PREP

Date and Time:__________________________________________________

Who will present? Principal, Counselor, College Graduates from School, College Representative
Who will facilitate? Counselor

Outcomes—What will the workshop result in?

Parents will have strategies they can use to guide their children to learn more.

Parents will know more about what is required to succeed in college.

Parents will know what they need to do to organize financial plans for college

Who will be invited?

Parents of all students, particularly juniors and seniors

How will we invite parents?
Letter from principal 

Letter students write

Phone calls by teachers

How we will remind participants about the workshop

Students prepare announcement 

Text messages

Parent leaders call parents

Materials: What will they receive?
List of ways to help your child study

Samples of ACT and WORK KEYS items so they see what the test is like

Vocabulary list—college prep vocabulary
List of Internet sites students can use to take free online courses

Information on financial planning for college and scholarship opportunities
Activities: What will participants do?
List ways to motivate their child to succeed in school

Use the Computer Lab to go on the Internet and see skills-development sites

Make a “virtual visit” to a college 

Make a plan to work with their child to make a college-career timeline

Follow up: How we will follow up on the session
Students interview parents about what they gained from the session.

Send home once-a-month updates on college prep.
Parent Workshop Evaluation
How useful were these parts of the workshop?

  
Presentation
__not useful    __useful
__very useful


Activities

__not useful    __useful
__very useful


Materials

__not useful    __useful
__very useful

What were the most important ideas or information you gained?




 What will you do based on this session?  Check any you will do.
__share information with other parents

__participate actively in parent meetings and workshops
__follow up with teachers

__encourage my child to “exceed”—do more than meet!

__make sure my child knows that every learning activity is important

__motivate my child to plan for college and career progress
__  ____________________________________________________
On a scale of 0 to 5, how useful was this workshop?   ___________

Other comments: 
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