Prairie Keepers

Midewin means healing. Openlands and other organizations are healing this land.
Whose land is it? First, the Native Americans lived here. They did not believe in ownership
of land. Then in 1850 settlers came, homesteaders who set up farms. A Native American
wrote the following statement about the changes that followed.

Once, only Indians lived in this land. Then came strangers from across the Great Water. No
land had they; we gave them of our land. No food had they; we gave them of our corn. The
strangers are become many and they fill all the country. They dig gold—from my mountains;
they build houses—of the trees of my forest; they rear cities—of my stones and rocks; they
make fine garments—from the hides and wood of animals that eat my grass. None of the
things that make their riches did they bring with them from beyond the Great Water; all comes
from my land; the land the Great Mystery gave unto the Indian.

In 1939, just when the rest of this prairie might have been turned into farmland, the
army came and protected this land. The army did not mean to save the prairie. The army used
about 25,000 acres of prairie land to protect the nation, not the prairie. The army built a plant
to make explosives for use in World War II.  They built railroad tracks to carry the explosives
away from the plant. They built thick-walled buildings called bunkers to store the explosives.
They needed many acres of land around the explosives to protect the people who lived in the
area.

Because of the army, the land was safe from a lot of settlement and farming. Long
after the war ended, the area was kept by the army. Then in 1982, naturalists pointed out that
this prairie could be restored. It had not been broken up as other prairies had. It could be
turned back into the natural environment. By 1992, a plan was made for that change. Then,
in 1993, the plan began to happen. The government declared the land “excess.” That means
extra. It really wasn’t extra. Every acre was important to re-making the prairie.

In 1997, the army turned 15,000 acres over to the Department of Agriculture for use
in the prairie restoration. By 1998, 19,000 acres had been set aside for native prairie. The
restoration of the prairie had begun. Today, United State Department of Agriculture is
working with volunteers from Openlands and other organizations to restore the prairie.

The restoration includes education. Each year, students visit Midewin to see what
was and imagine what will be. If you have 20-20 vision you can see what Midewin will look
like in the future. By the year 2020, it will look a lot like the Tallgrass prairie that the bison
roamed. In fact, bison will live here again, too. That will just be the beginning, though. We
will need more decades to bring back this natural system.

EXPLAIN WHAT YOU LEARNED

CCSSR1 then 2—read carefully, then summarize.

1. Underline the most important information in each paragraph.

2. Write a short summary that tells what the passage explains. Include only the most important
information.

Start your summary this way:

The main idea of the passage is ....

Here is information that helps you understand that idea.

Then finish the summary. Include the information that helps explain the main idea.
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Guardianes de la Pradera

Midewin significa curar. Openlands y otras organizaciones estan curando esta tierra.
(De quién es esta tierra? Primero, los Nativos Americanos vivieron aqui. Ellos no creyeron en
la propiedad de las tierras. Luego en 1820 los colonizadores llegaron, colonos que
construyeron granjas. Un Nativo Americano escribio la siguiente declaracion acerca de los
cambios que siguieron.

Una vez, solo Indios vivieron en esta tierra. Luego vinieron extrafios del otro lado del Great
Water. Ninguna tierra tenian ellos; nosotros les dimos de nuestra tierra. Nada de comida tenian
ellos; nosotros les dimos de nuestro maiz. Los extrafios se convirtieron en muchos y llenaron
el pais. Ellos excavaron oro - de mis montaiias; ellos construyeron casas — de los arboles de mi
bosque; ellos asentaron ciudades — de mis rocas y piedras; ellos hacen finas vestimentas- de
los cueros y madera de animales que comen mi pasto. Nada de las cosas que los hacen ricos
trajeron ellos consigo del otro lado del Great Water; todo viene de mi tierra; la tierra que el
Great Mystery dio a los Indios.

En 1939, justo cuando el resto de esta pradera pudo haberse convertido en tierras de
cultivo, el ejército llegd y protegio esta tierra. El ejército no pretendia salvar la pradera. El
ejército usaba alrededor de 25,000 acres de pradera para proteger a la nacion, no a la pradera.
El ejército construyd una planta para hacer explosivos para usar en la Segunda Guerra
Mundial.

Gracias al ejército, la tierra estuvo segura de mas asentamientos y cultivos. Mucho
después de que la guerra termind, el area seguia protegida por el ejército. Luego en 1982,
naturalistas sefialaron que la pradera podria ser restaurada. No se habia dafiado como otras
praderas. Podria volverse ambiente natural. Para 1992, se hizo un plan para ese cambio.
Luego en 1993, el plan comenz6 a ejecutarse. El gobierno declaro esa tierra “exceso”. Que
significa extra. Realmente no era extra. Cada acre era importante para rehacer la pradera.

En 1997, el ejército devolvio 15,000 acres al Departamento de Agricultura para
usarlos en la restauracion de la pradera. Para 1998, 19,000 acres habian sido reservados para
la pradera nativa. La restauracion de la pradera habia comenzado. Hoy en dia, el
Departamento de Agricultura de Estados Unidos trabaja con voluntarios de Openlands y
otras organizaciones para restaurar la pradera.

La restauracion incluye educacion. Cada afio, estudiantes visitan Midewin para ver
que era e imaginar que serd. Si tu tienes una vision 20 — 20, tu puedes ver como Midewin se
vera en el futuro. Para el ano 2020, se verda mucho como la pradera Tallgrass que los bisontes
vagaban. De hecho, los bisontes viviran aqui de nuevo también. Sin embargo, eso serd solo
el comienzo. Necesitaremos mas décadas para traer de vuelta el ambiente natural.

Explica lo que aprendiste.

CCSSR1 luego 2 — lee cuidadosamente, después resume.

1. Subraya la informacién mas importante de cada parrafo.

2. Escribe un breve resumen que diga lo que el pasaje explica. Incluye solo la informacion mas
importante.

Comienza tu resumen de ésta manera:

La idea principal del pasaje es....

Esta es informacion que te ayuda a entender esa idea.

Después termina el resumen. Incluye informacion que ayude a explicar la idea principal.
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