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Senator Barack Obama: The American Promise Excerpts from acceptance speech, Democratic Convention, 
Denver, CO, August 28, 2008    CCSSR8: Evaluate the support for a position. 

…It is that promise [that any American can achieve a dream] that has always set this country apart - 
that through hard work and sacrifice, each of us can pursue our individual dreams but still come 
together as one American family, to ensure that the next generation can pursue their dreams as well.  
…Tonight, I say to the American people, to Democrats and Republicans and Independents across this 
great land - enough! This moment - this election - is our chance to keep, in the 21st century, the 
American promise alive. …  

What is that promise? It's a promise that says each of us has the freedom to make of our own lives 
what we will, but that we also have the obligation to treat each other with dignity and respect.  
 
It's a promise that says the market should reward drive and innovation and generate growth, but that 
businesses should live up to their responsibilities to create American jobs, look out for American 
workers, and play by the rules of the road.  
 
Ours is a promise that says government cannot solve all our problems, but what it should do is that 
which we cannot do for ourselves - protect us from harm and provide every child a decent education; 
keep our water clean and our toys safe; invest in new schools and new roads and new science and 
technology.  
 
Our government should work for us, not against us. It should help us, not hurt us. It should ensure 
opportunity not just for those with the most money and influence, but for every American who's 
willing to work.  
 
That's the promise of America - the idea that we are responsible for ourselves, but that we also rise or 
fall as one nation; the fundamental belief that I am my brother's keeper; I am my sister's keeper.  
 
That's the promise we need to keep. … America, now is not the time for small plans.  
Now is the time to finally meet our moral obligation to provide every child a world-class education, 
because it will take nothing less to compete in the global economy. Michelle and I are only here 
tonight because we were given a chance at an education. And I will not settle for an America where 
some kids don't have that chance. I'll invest in early childhood education. I'll recruit an army of new 
teachers, and pay them higher salaries and give them more support. And in exchange, I'll ask for higher 
standards and more accountability. And we will keep our promise to every young American - if you 
commit to serving your community or your country, we will make sure you can afford a college 
education. … 

America, our work will not be easy. America, we cannot turn back. Not with so much work to be done. 
Not with so many children to educate, and so many veterans to care for. Not with an economy to fix 
and cities to rebuild and farms to save. Not with so many families to protect and so many lives to 
mend. America, we cannot turn back. Let us keep that promise - that American promise.  
 
Constructed Response: What are three important claims that Barack Obama makes?   
List them and list for each one the strongest examples that he uses to support those claims. 

Think More: Compare and contrast the speech by Barack Obama with the inaugural speech by Harold 
Washington. 

 


