
The Ants and the Grasshopper      3rd Grade Fiction 
Source: Public Domain, adapted by Center for Urban Education, may be used with citation. 
 

It is wintertime.  The weather is cold, but the ants are doing fine.  They have their warm home, and 
they have a lot of food to eat.  They can wait for the warm weather in spring.  The reason the ants have a lot 
of food is because they worked in the summer.  So now they have grain to eat. 

 
Grain is a kind of plant.  People plant it and cut it and then they use it to make bread. The ants get the 

grain in summer, because that is when grain grows. The ants live in the fields where the grain grows.  When 
the wind blows, some grain falls and the ants rush to get it.  They do not eat it right then.  They save it 
because they need to be able to have food in the winter months when plants do not grow.  This goes on all 
summer.   

 
The ants work hard every day.  They pick up the grain, they carry it to their home.  Every ant helps.  

Each ant carries one piece of grain.  It is hard work.  They carry more than they need to eat every day.  They 
carry grain they will eat in winter, too.  They play sometimes, but most of the time they work. 

 
The grasshoppers live near the ants, and they love summer.  They hop and play and they laugh at the 

ants. They say, “We have fun every day while you work every day.  Come and play.  You can get grain 
later.”  But the ants say, “No, we have to work.” 

 
Soon it is winter, and the grasshoppers are cold.  They are hungry, too.  They do not have food to eat.  

Since they played all summer, they did not save food for winter. 
 
One day, a grasshopper came to see the ants and he was very hungry.  “Please, ants, could you help 

me a little bit?  I am just so hungry!” said the grasshopper. 
 
The ants asked him, "Why didn’t you work in summer?   We did.  Remember, how you played while 

we worked?  You made fun of us and said, ‘All work and no play is no good.’ Well, now we have food and 
you are hungry.” 

 
The grasshopper said, "I didn't have the time. The weather was so lovely that I spent all the days 

singing.  I couldn’t help but have fun.  We had such a good time.” 
 
The ants said, “We are sorry you have no food.  We have a lot because we worked hard.  You have 

none because you played.  But, we will give you some food because we are good, kind neighbors.  We want 
you to live, so we will help you now.  But learn from us.  Playing is a lot of fun.  But you need to work to 
live.” 

 
The grasshopper thanked the ants.  The grasshopper had learned a lesson.  It is fun to play, but you 

need to save for winter, too.  You need to work if you want to eat.  Next summer, he would work and play, 
too, just like the ants.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Infer and Support the Main Idea - Fiction 
Questions developed by Center for Urban Education for use by Chicago Public Schools 2008-2009.   
 
Choose the best answer for each question. 
1.  What is the main idea of the first 
paragraph? 
 
a. The winter is cold, spring is warm. 
 
b. Ants are fine in winter. 
 
c. Ants have food because they worked. 
 
d. Ants need food. 

 2. Which of these is the best main idea for 
paragraph 3? 
 
a. The ants played some days. 
 
b. The ants worked to get food. 
 
c. The ants helped each other. 
 
d. The ants love summer. 

3. What is the main idea of the passage? 
 
a. You need to work to stay alive. 
 
b. You need food to live. 
 
c. Playing all the time is fun. 
 
d. Ants help grasshoppers. 

 4. What is a good title for this passage? 
 
a. What the Grasshopper Learned 
 
b. How the Ants Worked 
 
c. Why the Ants Worked 
 
d. How the Grasshopper Played 

 
5.  Write your own answer to this question. What do you think the main idea is of the last 
paragraph? 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
TEACHER NOTES: Develop Students’ Skills: Exercise Thinking 
These questions have not been validated, so decisions about student’s achievement should not be made 
based on their responses.  They are intended to exercise skills.  Recommended activities include: students 
work in pairs to choose the best response; give students the questions without the responses so they 
generate their own answers; students make up additional questions; students make up questions like these 
for another passage.  
 
Answers: You can remove this answer key and then give it to students and ask them  
to figure out the basis for the correct response. 
 
Item 1 2 3 4 
Answer c b a a 
 
Question 5 is open-ended.  Here is a suggested response. 
Answers should include that the grasshopper had learned a lesson. 


