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The city you know is only about 150 years old.  Long ago, before it was a city, 
people lived in this area.  They were Native Americans who lived in Chicago long before it 
had this name.   
 
 They were the ones who actually gave it its name.  They called the city Checagou, 
which means wild onions.  Every year, it was difficult to live here in the wintertime 
because it was snowy and extremely cold.  There were not even any plants to pick.  Then, 
the first plant that grew was the wild onion.  In early spring, the Native Americans would 
eat it.  Therefore, this became the place of the wild onion.  No one actually planted it; the 
onion grew naturally.   
 
 There were grasslands and forests, and there were also many animals.  The Native 
Americans survived by hunting and fishing and from food they grew.  In the summer, 
they grew food by planting vegetables.  While it was still summer, they began to prepare 
for the winter.  They knew it would be freezing and snowy.  They would be able to track 
rabbits in the winter, and there would also be deer.  However, they would not have as 
much food because there would be no plants growing in winter. 
 
 In summer, the families would relocate to a village near a lake or river and build 
homes there.  They would build the homes together.  The homes were very large, so that 
a family could have several people living in one home.  The families would fish and grow 
food.  People in the village helped each other out.  There always was work to do, and the 
family members shared the jobs. 
  
 Then in winter, they would leave the village and build homes in the woods.  Each 
family would build its own home, and would take animal skins with them to help 
construct their homes.  They would use branches to make a kind of tent, and then cover 
the walls with those skins to keep them warm.  They were particularly skilled at building 
those types of homes. 
 
 They would continue to hunt for food, and sometimes they would move their home 
in winter to a place where they could find more animals to hunt.  It was difficult to get 
the food they needed.  The weather was harsh, and animals sometimes died of 
starvation.  Native Americans had to deal with the weather, getting food, and keeping 
warm. So, when they found the wild onions they knew it soon would be better weather 
and they would have more food.  They would be able to join their friends and family at 
the summer village. 
 
 Today in Chicago, Native Americans face different challenges.  They have jobs to 
earn money to live.  They work every day in many occupations.   No longer is it a place 
for hunting and building your own home.  It is hard to imagine what it looked like here 
long ago.   
 
 
 
 
 



Compare and Contrast Nonfiction 
Questions developed by Center for Urban Education for use by Chicago Public Schools 2008-2009.   

Choose the best answer for each question. 
1.  How was the Native Americans’ life in the 
winter different from summer? 
 
a. They faced more challenges. 
 
b. They had a large village. 
 
c. They moved to the lake shore. 
 
d. They had more food. 

 2.  How is Chicago of today like Chicago of 
long ago? 
 
a. The climate is the same. 
 
b. There still is a shortage of food. 
 
c. People make what they need. 
 
d. There are many farms. 

3.  What is the same about the life of Native 
Americans in Chicago in the past and today? 
 
a. They all have two homes. 
 
b. They travel all the time. 
 
c. They work in the same jobs. 
 
d. They work a lot. 

 4. How is Chicago today different from Chicago 
long ago? 
 
a. People do different kinds of work. 
 
b. Families help each other. 
 
c. People need food and homes. 
 
d. All people get their own food. 

 
5.  Write your own answer to this question.  What do you infer is a way that Native American 
families today are like Native American families who lived in Chicago long ago? 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
TEACHER NOTES: Develop Students’ Skills: Exercise Thinking 
These questions have not been validated, so decisions about student’s achievement should not be made 
based on their responses.  They are intended to exercise skills.  Recommended activities include: students 
work in pairs to choose the best response; give students the questions without the responses so they 
generate their own answers; students make up additional questions; students make up questions like these 
for another passage.  
 
Answers: You can remove this answer key and then give it to students and ask them  
to figure out the basis for the correct response. 
 
Item 1 2 3 4 
Answer a a d d 
 
Question 5 is open-ended.  Here is a suggested response. 
Answers will vary, but should include such responses as that family members care about each other and 
help each other. 


